College Township Water Authority

Regular Meeting, November 7, 2001                                                                                                              PAGE 2

COLLEGE TOWNSHIP WATER AUTHORITY

Regular Meeting

Wednesday, November 7, 2001

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
David Derr

       STAFF PRESENT:
Adam Brumbaugh, Manager

David Lapinski




Robert Long, Finance Director

Richard Harris




Carmen Santasania, CTWA Alternate

Martin McGann




Al Jones,Esq., CTWA Solicitor







Michael Daschbach, Entech Engineer

                AUDIENCE:
Sandy Lindenbaum



Kim Mazur, Entech Engineer




Jim Everhart




Susan Hetzel, Recording Secretary




Bill Frank




CALL TO ORDER:

Mr. Derr called the Wednesday, November 7, 2001 regular meeting of the College Township Water Authority to order at 7:10 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

September 5, 2001 and October 3, 2001 minutes submitted for approval.



Mr. McGann moved to accept the minutes for September 5, 2001 



and October 3, 2001.  Mr. Lapinski second the motion with the 



changes to be made to October 3rd minutes. The Authority voted

unanimously to accept the minutes as amended.

OPERATION UPDATE, staff:

Mr. Brumbaugh presented the operation report data.  He stated that the SCADA system is fully operational and working properly. The SCADA alarms promptly detected the Clyde Avenue leak and the automatic dialer called the technician. It is estimated 150,000 gallons was lost. Chairman Derr also stated that the valve installed previously contributed to the prevention of additional loss from the Clyde Avenue leak. 

Mr. McGann reported high taste of chlorine in his water, approximately a week ago. He asked if there was a known cause.  Mr. Brumbaugh stated that he would look into the concern.

FINANCE REPORT, staff:
Mr. Long stated that there would be a budget for the Authority's review at the next meeting of December 5, 2001.  Mr. Long directed the Authority to page two of the finance report in regards to the miscellaneous revenue, advising that the figure reflects a large portion of the settlement for the Thompson Woods service.

Mr. Lapinski questioned the drop in industrial use income.  Mr. Long stated reclassification of some accounts affected this, however he would look into the concern to verify accuracy.  Mr. Lapinski suggested that the budget be adjusted to the realistic industrial use income.

Mr. McGann questioned the engineering expenses in regards to possible capitalization.  Mr. Long stated that the engineering bills received as part of construction are directly processed through capital accounts.  Some engineering invoices are operating expenses and others may be capitalized.  These accounts are reviewed and adjusted at year-end by Mr. Long.  

The Authority questioned the decline in investment yields to 3.08%.  Mr. Long stated that at this time the investments are in a money market account.  Mr. Brumbaugh stated that the previous Treasury Note had 

matured and CTWA has not had the opportunity to participate in a similar investment. Mr. McGann questioned the current rate that the CTWA is paying for the bond.  Mr. Long stated that the interest rate is 4.8% at this time.

OLD BUSINESS:

OB-1 Oak Hall Water 

Mr. Brumbaugh summarized the issue of long service lines in Oak Hall and turned the presentation over to Mr. Mazur.

Mr. Mazur reviewed the current CTWA regulations for service lines and the current prohibition that a service line is no more than 200ft from the water main to a property.  Anything longer is considered a long service line.  Mr. Mazur identified four (4) existing long service lines and collective coverage of additional resident concerns: Rogers property est. 450ft; Everhart property approximately 1800ft, crossing over neighboring properties; the Bohren property of approximately 1350ft, crossing over five (5) neighboring properties with an existing inline pump, servicing several other properties on the way; and, the Frank property of approximately 230ft.

Mr. Derr questioned the residents present regarding knowledge of any other properties with similar situations of long service lines that are not addressed in the report.  Being none Mr. Mazur proceeded with the issues.

Mr. Mazur presented recommended solutions. a) Rogers property the 450ft line will be CTWA's responsibility.  A meter pit, owned and maintained by CTWA will be installed at Mr. Rogers Property line. Mr. Rogers will be responsible from the meter pit to his residence.   b) Everhart property a meter pit, owned and maintained by CTWA will be installed at the starting point of the service line east of the Brush Valley Road Bridge.  The 1800ft line to and including the existing meter pit on Mr. Everhart’s property will be CTWA's responsibility.  Mr. Everhart will be responsible from the meter pit on his property to his residence. c) Bohren property the CTWA will obtain easements for the 1350ft line and the inline pump. A meter pit owned and maintained by CTWA will be installed; Mr. Bohren will be responsible from the meter pit to his residence.  d) Frank property essentially will become a non-issue with the easements for the Bohren service, however a meter pit would be installed, owned and maintained by CTWA.  Mr. Frank would be responsible from the meter pit to his residence.

Mr. Everhart stated his concern of the waterline to his property being located in the creek. Mr. Brumbaugh stated that upon an established agreement this would be a priority in CTWA's improvements. Mr. Mazur indicated that the only point the water line is in the creek is at the crossing of the creek.  

Mr. Mazur and Mr. Brumbaugh stated that the initial cost regarding these solutions would be: An estimated $300-$400 each for the four (4) meter pits and installations along with the legal costs of the procurement of easements to access the service lines and any necessary permits.  Mr. Brumbaugh further stated that the Engineering Committee felt this is a viable plan to address Oak Hall's long service lines.  Mr. Brumbaugh stated that the issues did not prove to be as complicated as initially presumed; it is the recommendation of the Engineering Committee that CTWA moves forward with the plan.

Mr. Lindenbaum of Oak Hall summarized his understanding of the plan, that CTWA's integrating of the lines and upgrading will keep the lines as they are and CTWA will assume responsibility of these long lines.  Essentially the owners of the properties will be responsible for the lines on their properties and not elsewhere.  Mr. Brumbaugh stated that this was an accurate understanding of the plan.

Mr. Jones stated that survey descriptions, and a drawing of current and future lines are needed for easements.  Mr. Mazur stated that the existing survey indicates the area of the waterlines, however the exact locations of the waterlines need to be pinpointed.  Entech will provide Mr. Jones with a map regarding easement issues.

Mr. Mazur stated that with this proposal the long service lines would essentially become main lines. Mr. Brumbaugh stated the need for CTWA to incorporate the proposal for handling long service lines with the Oak Hall Water Company agreement.

Mr. Jones stated that the effective transfer would occur when the CTWA is able to provide water. Mr. Lapinski stated, by stating that CTWA is providing the water it avoids the reservoir issue and Oak Hall Water Company's permit issues. 

OB-1 Oak Hall Water, cont.’

Mr. McGann stated that he realized figures in the matter have been discussed, before continuing he requested the actual monetary figures regarding the maps and drawings presented.  Mr. Brumbaugh stated that the numbers are 

not physically written into the plan, however what engineering discerned as being the essential cost of this solution is estimated at $1,500 for the meter pits and the obvious additional legal work relating to the easements, which may also include survey work.  The long-term maintenance is the unknown.  CTWA is looking at this acquisition of the Oak Hall system with the assumption that these service connections will hold up during CTWA's four to five-year system upgrade program. 

Mr. McGann asked to review the system improvement numbers for Oak Hall.  Mr. McGann also questioned if there will be any State Funding available.   Mr. Brumbaugh stated that the four to five year system upgrade program would cost approximately $495,000. The cost of the main line extension to service Oak Hall is approximately $315,000. Mr. Daschbach stated that the grant applications have been forwarded to DEP.  Mr. Brumbaugh stated that the maximum grant available is $150,000. Authority members recalled the total package to be estimated at $800,000 for 33-34 residents.  Mr. McGann stated that we are looking at approximately $650,000 that CTWA will need to spend.  

Mr. McGann recommended that during upgrade work CTWA locate the lines to serve additional customers in regard to future growth.  Mr. Mazur stated that the intention is to relocate lines running cross-country to along public highways so they will be available and more attractive to potential customers, and provide fire protection in the area.  Mr. McGann inquired that assuming the CTWA would be responsible for the total $800,000 what will this do for the expenditures over the next five years in regard to increases and service fees.  Mr. Brumbaugh advised that the budget is currently in progress, the next meeting will provide the Authority clear indications through the capital improvement plan where rates would need to be.  At this time there was some confusion in the clarification of the previous vote, as to continue study verses moving forward.  

Mr. Derr inquired if there was any further discussion needed on the Oak Hall issue.  Mr. Brumbaugh stated that the Authority already indicated with a vote that they are moving forward with the Oak Hall Project. Mr. Lindenbaum of Oak Hall suggested reviewing the past minutes.  



The vote to proceed was located in June 2001 minutes.

Mr. Derr polled the Oak Hall residents in regards to their agreement with the recommendations made in the presentation.  Mr. Everhart, Mr. Frank, and Mr. Lindenbaum stated that they are satisfied with the recommendations as presented; however they did not expect the CTWA to increase the size of existing lines.  Mr. Lindenbaum stated that the mere fact that CTWA is willing to service them and accommodate their concerns as presented tonight is totally acceptable to those in attendance, however, they cannot speak for the Oak Hall Board.  Mr. Harris stated that the projected line size increases are basically for fire protection reasons and do not specifically increase the existing lines to properties. 

In response to a question by Mr. McGann concerning budgeted cost for the Oak Hall project.  Mr. Lapinski stated that CTWA is proceeding with the project as motioned unless construction bids make it economically unfeasible.  CTWA would have the right to withdraw at that point. CTWA is not bound until contracts are signed and awarded. Mr. Lapinski asked Mr. McGann if he agrees with this.  Mr. McGann was in agreement.

Mr. Lapinski asked Mr. Jones if it is normal to obtain easements before bids are let for construction.  Mr. Jones stated that easements should be obtained before bids can be awarded.  Mr. Daschbach stated that there are two separate issues in regards to the easements, 1) lines to be installed, for which we must have the easement before we can award bid, and 2) lines that are existing in the ground, for which we can acquire easement to access our lines.

Mr. Jones stated that he would draft, incorporate and develop a potential acquisition/transfer plan and definition of easements needed for Oak Hall Water Company.  Mr. Brumbaugh advised that the survey work in the quarry for mainline extension is complete.  

OB-1 Oak Hall Water, cont.’


Mr. Lapinski motioned to authorize the Solicitor secure an easement 


agreement with the quarry property.  Mr. Harris Second. 

Mr. Lapinski amended the motion to authorize the Solicitor to secure


an easement agreement with the quarry property and any easements


needed on or along the transmission lines. Mr. Derr announced that 

the motion has been amended and second any further discussion.  

Voted unanimously to accept the motion as amended.
Mr. McGann suggest that CTWA forward a letter to Carl Vesper of Oak Hall Water Company and report formally what CTWA's proposal and ask Oak Hall Board to write us a letter of acceptance.

NEW BUSINESS:

NB-1 UAJA/CTWA/SCBWA Source Water Protection Agreement  

Mr. Harris stated that the agreement was not approved as written in the minutes. Mr. Cory Miller, UAJA, made a pitch to change item eight (8) and SCBWA approved that language.  The change puts the burden of testing cost, back on CTWA, not the UAJA.  The Authority and Solicitor discussed the testing potentials due to the UAJA project.  Mr. Jones stated that the initial agreement was acceptable until UAJA and SCBWA changed it again.  Mr. Derr stated that, as the CTWA representative in this matter, the last formal meeting was in February and he has not received any updates or communications from UAJA or SCBWA regarding meetings or progress of this project. Mr. Lapinski stated that the mere fact that CTWA was not involved in this change makes it a non-agreement.  Mr. Jones, on behalf of the CTWA will advise Mr. Gill, SCBWA in writing that the agreement is not acceptable, and suggest that Mr. Miller attend a meeting or arrange a meeting to communicate with the CTWA and clarify questions. 

NB-2 Branch Road Bridge - Right of Way Deed Acceptance

Mr. Brumbaugh stated that the agreement relates to PennDOT's plan to replace the bridge next to the Lemont station entrance. Mr. Jones stated that it is an agreement of sale that is being requested. Mr. Harris questioned the fact that the 400-sq. ft. in question is under the driveway into the pump house and expressed concern that a right-of-way for CTWA and a neighboring property is not specifically addressed in the agreement.  Mr. Jones advised the Authority not to sign this agreement without a written rider for the right-of-way, and it should cover the concerns related to Mr. Popovich, the neighboring property. 


Mr. Lapinski moved the following: That CTWA execute an Agreement of Sale



with Pa PennDOT in the amount of $7,600 subject to appropriate legal resolution 



of the right-of-way issues and further that Mr. Brumbaugh be authorized to execute

said agreement on behalf of CTWA.  Mr. McGann second the motion to adopt the resolution. Resolution passed by unanimous vote.

NB-3 Resolution-Authorizing Sale of Thompson Woods Service Territory

Mr. Brumbaugh stated that this is a formality that is needed in lieu of the acceptance of the Thompson Woods Agreement with SCBWA.  To satisfy various elements of CTWA's Bond indenture we must formally pass a resolution in regards to the agreement.



Mr. Lapinski moved the following resolution: That CTWA sell its interest in the 



Thompson Woods Preserve Subdivision to the SCBWA in consideration of the sum


of $72,000 consistent with the recommendation of CTWA's bond counsel. Mr. 

McGann second the motion. Voted unanimously to adopt the resolution.

Mr. Brumbaugh stated that in addition to this resolution CTWA would need an Engineering Certification to finalize the agreement.

SOLICITOR REPORT-Al Jones, Esq.:

Mr. Jones reported the Barnbridge Bond issue situation is that the developer's Bonding Company will not post bond until the work is complete, and presently there is no main line extension agreement. The Authority stated

that there are to be no connections made until the rules are followed and the required permits and paperwork are complete.

ENGINEERING REPORT, Entech:
Mr. Daschbach reported that the Elmwood Waterline is essentially complete.  He stated that there was some additional cost due to the actual location of waterlines and additional pavement replacement in the amount of $8,728.00 dollars in excess of the project budget.  The project was designed to increase the system distribution capacity. The final phase of this project, from the end of Shady Drive to the Lemont pump station, will be completed in conjunction with the PennDOT bridge replacement.
The Spring Creek Park Well permit rate has become an issue since the last conversation with Larry Welfer in regards to the permanent operating permit rate.  The DEP is intent to issue the permit for only 1300gpm for two reasons: 1) they feel that there is inadequate chlorine contact time in the clear well.  What they reference is the baffling in the clear well.  Mr. Daschbach stated that this is an arguable requirement.  Moreover the design calculations were included with the permit applications and were approved by DEP for construction at the permit rate of 1700gpm.  2) DEP is looking to require the well to meet Olney Twp. requirements for impacts to surface waters.  Mr. Daschbach stated that DEP has not informed CTWA from the beginning concerning these issues.  Mr. Daschbach summarized Mr. Hower's recommendation to have a DEP hydrogeologist review the data procured to date and extrapolate the data at the lower flow rate to assure DEP that we would not have a negative impact on surface water at the higher flow rate.  Mr. Daschbach stated that every permit has the opportunity to appeal.  

Mr. Brumbaugh stated that the initial temporary permit was for 1700gpm when pumping rates of the Penn State's Well became an issue.  At that time we informed the DEP that we needed a minimum of 1300gpm. At no time were we informed that the intention was to reduce the permit; our agreement to pump at 1300 gpm was to accommodate the extensive monitoring DEP was requiring.  Mr. Jones questioned the sequence of documentation, permits and facts during the temporary operating of Spring Creek Park Well.


        The Authority adjourned to an Executive Session at 9:00p.m.


        The Authority returned to session at 9:25p.m.


Mr. Lapinski motioned that the Solicitor be authorized to place an appeal on 



behalf of the Authority if the Permit issued is received for less than 1700gpm.



Mr. Harris second.  Voted unanimously to accept the motion.

Mr. Daschbach reported on the re-pump test of the Rogers Well.  Mr. Conrad of DEP found out that CTWA planned to re-pump at 1800gpm and Mr. Cosmer advised that the Susquehanna River Basin is now exercising its rights to review pump testing.  Mr. Conrad recommends that we re-pump at the initial rate of 2700gpm.  If CTWA reduces the pump rate and the test derive a lesser quantity or quality it would be more difficult to make the argument that the change was due to PennDOT construction.  DEP also recommends that CTWA build and permit the facility at 2700gpm because of the well head protection issues.

Mr. Harris stated his disagreement in the increased testing and cost to do so and advised that he will absolutely dispute building a facility permitted for 2700 gpm.

Mr. Mazur explained that the re-test will incorporate three tests to the well 1) re-video 2) plumbness alignment test and 3) the pump test.  Mr. Lapinski stated that the video and plumbness alignment will assure no damage has been done visually, however only a pump test will assure there has been no damage to the aquifer during any blasting or construction work.  Mr. Daschbach stated that he had a conference call last week with Dr. Parizek, DEP and the SBRC.  Mr. Cosmer's recommendation was discussed and they seemed to agree with the suggestion.  As to Dr. Parizek's feelings on the issue we would need to revisit this matter with Dr. Parizek and he is not available at the time.  Mr. Daschbach stated that the re-pump test is scheduled for the second week of December, 

ENGINEERING REPORT, Entech, cont.’

which is after the next meeting.   Mr. Daschbach recommended that we apply for the permit as scheduled.  This will allow time to speak with Dr. Parizek and address the issues due to the SRBC's involvement.  Dr. Parizek has credibility with the SRBC and this will allow CTWA to establish a pump rate at the next meeting of December 5, 2001, at that time we would have the ability to amend the permit application.  Mr. Daschbach will proceed with the permit application.

Mr. Daschbach reported that the Benner Pike crossing is ahead of schedule.  

Mr. Daschbach stated that as previously discussed on the Oak Hall issue Entech would continue submission of applications before the next meeting.  Entech will continue to follow up on the status of the Grant application.

Entech did respond to a Benner Pike service extension as well as a proposed extension on Stewart Drive.

Mr. Daschbach reported that permit transfers were covered in the meeting with Mr. Hower of DEP today 

and we expect to receive them by the end of the month.  The need for a supplemental water supply permit was avoided by providing a break put in the interconnection with SCBWA.  

Mr. Daschbach reported that the Bond Trust Indenture the Consulting Engineers Certifications were filed on November 1, 2001 and the report will be submitted by November 15, 2001. 

Mr. Harris reported on the draft proposal of the Centre Regional Fire Protection Committee.  Mr. Harris also reported on the draft of the Emergency Response plan submitted by the Engineering Committee to Mr. Williams, Public Works Director for final review and changes.

Mr. Harris stated that the Engineering Committee reviewed the Stewart Subdivision Plan and recommend changes to fire hydrants and valves.

Mr. Harris stated that the University Storm Water Project on Puddintown Road takes out 26ft of the 6" waterline. CTWA will pursue its replacement with an 8" line.  The work will be scheduled in conjunction with the University project to take advantage of the road closing as well as the improvement of the line to 8".

REVIEW and APPROVAL of CONSTRUCTION DRAWS and INVOICES for PAYMENT:

Mr. Derr presented the invoices and requisitions for approval in the amount of $93,185.48.


Mr. Lapinski moved that the Authority authorize to pay the bills 


in the amount of $93,185.48.  Mr. Harris second.  Voted unanimously


to authorize payment.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: None

OTHER MATTERS: None

CORRESPONDENCES:  Hand outs acknowledged.

ADJOURNMENT:

No further business for discussion.

Mr. Harris motioned to adjourn the November 7, 2001 meeting 

of the College Township Water Authority at 9:55p.m. 

Mr. Lapinski second.  Motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,

________________________________

Susan Hetzel, Recording Secretary

Approved 01-09-2002 CTWA Regular Meeting

