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:;m{;’géfﬂm MEETING OF THE COLLEGE TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION HELD ON JUNE
s SR .

. e regular meeting of the College Township Planning Commission
was iwid in the Mun_ipal Building at 7:30 p.m. on June {8, 1970. Pregent
were: Dean, McChesney and Trotter. Also attending the meeting were i5 residsnis
of Clover Highlands, Mr. and Mrs. J.Hutchison Mitchel |, Norman Oisen and Steve
Thorgon of +he Regdonal Planning Commission, and representatives of Humbie Of |
Company and Crown Construction Company. .

The minutes of the meeting of April 18th were approved with the
fol lowing corraction: On Page 2, 5th line, 15t paragraph Wording shouid be

changed from "the area from R-3 to C-I" to “the area from C-1 to R-3."

; Mr. and Mrs. J. Hutchison Mitchell presented the final plan for
a sectien of land along Braoch ‘Road,presently a mobile home court, which had
besn rejscted by the supervisors because it dld not conform to the Subdivision
Regulations, as previeusly submitted. I+ was moved by Trotter and seconded: by
=5 y that the Comhission recommend to the supervisors that they approve
wisfon of a tract of land owned by Mr. and Mrs. J.Hutchison Mitchell
mpri Ing 4,59 acres on the northwest side of Branch Road, one mile from the
viliags of Lemont and one and ore-quarter miles from Route 322, dated May 12,
1970, thls plan to be processed under Section 2.90 of the Subdivision Regulations.

" Motion carrled 3 to O.

’ Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell also discussed informalyy with the Comnissign.;
the possible subdivision of several lots in the area east of Matilda Avenue.

Mr. Dean stated that he had attended a meeting this afternoon
with Highway Departmant officials with respect fothe proposed change in the
interchange with Bsnner Pike in the area of the township building. He said
that the Highway officials had indicated that the considered the drawing sub-
mitted to be the final plan unless they were instructed to change it from
Harrisburg. The drawing of the proposed interchange was examined by residents
and members of the Commission, : .

in response to a question, Mr. Dean stated that the best way for

the residents to register abjection to the plan was to present a petition to

* the supervisors with the request that the Board endorse the petition and forward:
1t fo the Highway Department in Harrisburg, since the district office is not

~Aauthorized to make changes. He stated that the Highway Department officials
felt the new proposal had several advantages. It would give people in Co!lege
Township access to bypass, it woul. cost about 2 million dollars less, it would
not disturb the duck pond, the Garver house or the iron ‘furnace, and would take
fewer properties than the plan proposed earlier. :

- In answer to further questions, he stated that as yet no aceess
road had been provided for the area north of Benner Pike and that Clover Road
across the Plke would be closed with a cul de sac.

Mr. Nelson presented a statement to the Planning Commission
reiating his ppposition and the opposition of other residents of Clover Highlands
with respect to the new proposal. He proposed that the interchange be completely
elimlnated and the interchange at the Hospital be retained as the sole interchange
in this area of the Bypass. He feit that most residents in Col lege Township
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did mﬂ'm whethsr or not they had direct and easy access to tha bypass.

Residents requested the Planning Commission to make a recommerdation -
opposing the Interchange. Mr. Dean stated that members had not had an Qppor'runﬁy
to study or discuss the proposal and,further, had not been asked to make a reces
tlon by the supervisors. He pointed ocut that the Board of Supervisors had
alrsady Indicated its opposition to the plan. He stated that at the meeting he -
had atdended severz! slternative proposals had -besn put forth which he considensd.
to be-of merit and which should also be considered.

m matter for conslideration was a request for a special exception
by Humble 011 Company to the Zoning Hearing Board to erect a service station In
the g«;\? Planned Commercial areaat Nittany Mali. A recomsendation from the Plann
Commission is required by the Zonlng Ordinanmce in cases where a Special Exception
is M requested. ‘

Mr. Dean read the notice of the Zoning Hearing Board meeting to be heid
on July 6th. He also read a statement from the Reglonal Planning Commission
opposing the location of a service station at the intersection of Routes 64 and .
26. The statlon would be adjacent to a major Intersection 3% {&a ve en= ;
trances within 100 fo 50 feet to sub-intersections. Traffic #‘ tion Involv=:
ing left turns would further complicate the problem. The presence of the mali
has -contributed to the traffic problem and the location of the service station
at the +1p of the interseetion would obstruct free movement of traffic. The
Instaliatlon of the traffic signal has made some improvment in traffic flow,
but this {msprovement would be diminished by the establishment of a service
sttﬂon at the corner.

Mr. Garrett representing Humble Oil Company of Pittsburgh maintalined -
that the traffic problem already exists, that Humble did not create it and woutd
not make the problem worse by building a service station at the intersection. -
He quoted a Detrolt study indicatdng that there is a low incidence of accidents
Mmim station exits. Commission members pointed out that the iocation
) principal problem, that there are already problems from the exits
\ Mall, and the station would add two more to each road, meking 2

_ 'hohl ‘of 5 exits in a short distance on Route 64 and three on Rou+e 26.

Mr. Garrett stated that this would be the first Humble investment in thi
area, that the Highway Department had issued a conditional permit, dependent upon
provisien of the final plot plan, and that they were working with Soil Conserva=
tion personnel at Penn State to work out a satisfactory solution to the drainage 3
problem. He said that Humble would landscape the area attractively and that i

the placement of the bullding on the site would prevent persons from driving 3

+hroygh from one road to another. o

Steyve Thompson of the Regional Planning Commission reiteratad the
Commlission's concern about possible traffic - hazards. Mr. Trotter and Mr. Dean
expressed most concern about the exits ‘on Route 64 since the divider on Route 26
would tend to discourage motorists from cutting across the highway and wondered
whather or not some alternative desglin couid be devised to close them, even
fhought tiais closure might restrict sales possibilities. McChesney felt that
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— the exise on Maute 26 would ‘be the most problem because of the heavier ol ume

After considerable more discussion in which Mr. Antonazzo of Trown -
Construction joined, Mr. Trotter moved and Mr. McChesney seconded the following
motion: That #he Planning Commission recommend that the Zoning Hearing
Board loek favorably upon the plans of Humbis ©ii for = service siation af *he
Nitiany Mell lntersection. Motion canried 2 to 0. MDean woted mo.

The Commission discussed the Mobile Home Ordinance. Mr. Thompson
pointed gut that no provision had been made in the ordinance for the developer
1o provide open space. Mr. Trotter volunteered to look over the Regional
_mm*s nrecommendations about the ordinance and prepare a section on
~ opan space for imcorporation into the draft ordinance at the next meeting.

There being ne further busimss, the meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Clarence Trotter, Sec.ne#au"y
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