COLLEGE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
Regular Meeting
January 10, 1985
7:30 pm

ary 10, 1985

Members present:

Others present:

‘Beulah Houser - Admln tratlve‘A551stant

Smith opened the Public Hearing and asked all who intended to testify to
sign in and be sworn in. '

Lalley s left thelr loan become dellnouent and turned 1t over to Uni ed *ederal
Savings and Loan. United Federal Sav1ngs and Loan has given Assoc1ated Fealty
authorlty to market the property. The property has been for sale for some time
but because of the amount of traffic on East College Avenue, the property has not
sold, accordlng to Associated Realty.

Glantz commented on the changes in the property. He explained that there
would be no exterior changes to the property except perhaps a parking lot. A11ce
Wambold stated that she was very much against rezoning the Droperty. She feels
it will devalue her property whlch is adjacent to the former Lalley property. She
indicated that she and her husband had made several offers to a eal ir
past, none of whlch were taken to the Lalley's.
ago, Paul Freeman requested rezon1ng of the property to Rr3. t was !
wish to build on the property. Freeman was given great d1ff1cu1ty by Counc11 just
‘to obtain park:ng on the lot for four ve,lcles.

Taricani stated that decisions in zoning cannot be made based on an economic
loss to anyone. She stated that one thing that stands in the zoning 1aw is snot
zoning. Taricani said that in looking at this situation it is a case of spot zoning.

Glantz stated that because of setback requirements, nothing else could be
huilt on the property by his firm or anyone else.

Dargitz mentioned that the Regional Planning Commission feels the lot is not
suitable for commercizl use and asked Farber, Bryant and Glantz if they have applled
for a variance rather than a change in zonin Their reply was no.

A man in the audience asked what effect the establishment of the firm would
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have on the intersection traffic. Glantz replied that theirs is a small firm
and it should have no effect on the traffic. The man also asked if more traffic
would be generated than a single fzzily dvelling. Glantz replled yes. Wambold
indicated that she and her husband had been granted an access to College Avenue
hy PecnDC™ At that time, sae of PeanDOT's questions was whether the property
they owned would be used for development and whether the traffie flow would be
higher than that of a single family.

Wambold stated that if the zoning is changed to Commercial, someone else
could take over the property in the future and that she would be very upset if
it were turned into some uses which are allowable under Commercial zoning.

Smith advised that Council will study the material and make a decision at
a later date.

The second hearing was for an IDA loan for the Magic Years Day Care Center
which intends to acquire property on Farmstead Lane, Ferguson Townshlp, and con-
struct a building for use as a children's day care center. William Grant addressed
Council stating that the Magic Years Day Care Center wishes to obtain an IDA loan
in the amount of $185,000, the total cost of the project being $260, 000, to con-
struct a building for the day care center. The firm presently operates five day
care centers in the Luzerne County area. The lending institution involved is the
Northeastern Bank of Pennsylvania. The College Township IDA and the Ferguson
Township Supervisors have both given their approval on the request. The day care
center would have the capacity to care for 60 children and plans to employ 20

people.

Stewart moved to accept the testimony of the Magic Years Day Care Center and
support the application by signing the Certificate of Approval. Taricani seconded
and the motion was approved by Council.

It was moved by Dargitz, seconded by Hartswick and approved by Council to
adjourn the Public Hearing.

Smith called to order the regular meeting of Council at 8:10 pm.

Approval of Minutes

It was moved by Dargitz to accept and approve the minutes of the December 13th
and 20th meetings of Council. Hartswick seconded the motion. In discussion, Smith
stated that in the December 20th minutes, page one, paragraph two, the last sentence
be amended to read, "She (Taricani) said that she felt this was not addressing the
problem, single family residences and mobile homes." Dargitz amended his motion to
include the above change. Council voted in favor of the motion and amendment.

¥eznazer's Update

The Manager's update infermation was received and accepted by Council.




Financial Report

It was moved by Dargitz and seconded by Taricani to receive and accept the

voted fayvorably.

Financial Report. Counci:

Lorrespondence
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upon completion of the reb

Plans for Approval

1. Mount Nittany Conservancy Subdivision

Marty Meiser, representing Andy Knapka Engineering Firm, and Ben Novak pre-

sented the Subdivision Plan of the Mt. Nittany Conservancy to Council. Novak stated

that the Conservancy would like to purchase 200 acres. Wi ;
Conservancy would like so subdivide a 20" x 20' parcel and subd:

lots of ome square inch each. The Conservancy plans to admerd:igsé the sale of the

lots in publications such as The Penn Stater.

in that area, the
ivide it into 57,600

It was moved by Taricani to waive the Subdivision Requirements for lands of
Mt. Nittany Conservancy, Inc. dated December 12, 1984. Hartswick seconded the

motion. In discussion, Dargitz questioned whether the Tax Assessor would have to
generate 57,600 tax records. Lechner questioned whether there would be a Real Estate
Transfer Tax on the parcels of land. Novak replied that he didn’t feel either would

be necessary. He thought that neither would have to be done unless the deed was

recorded.

Taricani amended her motion to include "approval is based on no objection of
the Assessor or the Recorder of Deeds and that the County is in agreement to waive
those requirements.” Stewart seconded the amendment and Council voted favorably.

2. Zimm's Family Restaurant Access Road (Short Street)

Tamara Warrick, Uni-Tec Engineering, presented the plans for Zimm's.

She

C,
stated ibac the plan had been approved by the Planning Commission. The proposal
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Preliminary-Final Subdivision Plan for Clover Highlands PRD, Phasg 1-B

Tamara Warrick, Uni-Tec Engmeermg, presented the Preliminary-Final Subdi-
vision Plan of Colver mghlands PRD, Phase 1-B. She stated that Phase 1-A had been
previously apprpved and is under comstruction. Road grades n Clover Road which
would affect the vertical alignment of Parkside Drive prol ed Phase 1-B from
being approved before. She indicated that when each mdnn.slual lot is developed
it will provide its own stormwater management plan.

Because of the split in Clover Road, College Avenue being the dividing line,
houses on either side could have the same house number shert of bkeing named North
and South. Lechner suggested that this may be the time to address the situation
of renaming that portion of the road before development takes place in the Clover
Highlands project. Taricani suggested the road be renamed Clover Road East and
Clover Road West.

Lechner asked that a note be added to the plan stating that the Stormwater
Management Plan is as approved in Phase 1-A.

it was moved by Dargitz to approve the Preliminary-Final Subdivision Plan for
Clover Highlands PRD, Phase 1-B, dated October 1, 1984, subject to the possibility
of a change in the name of Clover Road. Taricani seconded and Council approved.

01d Business

i. Decision on Dan Stearns Rezoning Requesi

Dan Stearns had previously requested that approximately 59.2 acres of his land




the pércel, there 1s no guatantee that the second chess oye!
3111 be establlshed

apptoved the : 1

welcome the app cant’

pared. Dargltz seconded the motlon.
Stewart opposing the motion.

ested that Stearns keep in contact with the School District and come
at a latet date. He stated that COunc11 will plan to address the
problen of the btxdge. The Manager was asked to get a timetable on the Road Plan

POST NOTE: Centre Region Planning indicated no specific completion date.

2. Signature on the Hiptgt Haintenance Policy on NonvIowgshiprggads

The Winter Maintenance Policy for Non-Township Roads was presented to Taricami
for signature since she was Chairman when the policy was approved on December 20,
1984.

3. Parking Restrictions in College Township (Continuation)

. Lechrer referred to the report presented by Bob Watkins at the December 13th
meeting regarding parking problems in the Township. He indicated that he would
like Comncil to give him some direction to setting priorities and developing a re-
solution. Smith asked Lechner to lay out a map of the specifics regardlng the
parking problems. Taricani suggested that Lechner develop a plan and resolution
and present it to Council for approval.

%, DResidential Care Living - Amendment to Zoning Ordinance

Taricaai made a motion that the recommendaticn from the Centre Regional Planning
Commizcion on ﬂumlgiilaty care use changes to the ordinance be returned to the
College Townchip Plamning Commission for editorial changes. The motion was seconded
by Stewart. Taricani stated that if Council attempted to make the editorial changes,
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they may not include all of the changes that were intended. Council voted in
favor of the motion. S

1. College-Harris Joint Authority Regarding Agreemen: for Tasement

Lechner stated that he xecelved correspondence from sDav:Ld
College-Harris Joint Authori : g

in h1s letter which states that Mltchell Enf erpxlses agrees to mdemn1fy College
Towmship and the Authority from any claims which may be filed by Ford 1ncludmg

any legal costs either party would incur as a result of allow:mg the construction
of the sanitary sewar. Lechner informed Council that the Solicitor is in agree-

ment.

It was moved by Taricani and seconded by Dargitz that College Township become
a party in the agreement for easement between Mitchell Enterprises and the College-
Harris Joint Authority. The yote of Council was unanimous.

2. Report on Centre Re§1on ECON 's Task Force Recommended :Pro;;ects

Lechner informed Council that ECON is a program supported through the State
to work with projects that involve safety improvement. The Task Force was a group
of Ceatre Region people who recommended to PennDOT which projects they would like
to see included in the program. Proposed projects which would affect College Town-
ship included turning lanes from Houserville Road to the "Y" at the Benner Pike
extended to Shiloh Road. Lechner indicated that he has requested that PennDOT do
a traffic study from Houserville Road to Shiloh Road.

3. Discussion on PetlnDGT’s Scheduled Safety Improvement Proiect on PA 26,

East College Avenue

The scope of work for the 1984/85 SIP Project is as follows: (1) Installation
of a fifth lane for left turns only on PA 26. The lane will extend from the Porter
Road intersection to the Houserville Road Intersection; and (2) Installation of a
traffic signal at the College Avenue/Porter Road intersection.

Lechner indicated that he is against installing a traffic signal at the College
Avenue/Porter Road intersection. Two alternatives would be for the University to
make Porter Road one-way in only or that Porter Road be signed to prohibit left turns
onto College Avenue. Dargitz suggested that the Township be in contact with the
University to implement one of the suggested alternatives. Dargitz stated he felt
Council should go with Alternate #1 (that the University make Porter Road one-way
away from PA 26).

Lechner recommended that Council support Lhe instalilation of a flfth lane from
the Porter Road intersection te the Hopse =3.‘- t intarzcction sad give separat.
consideration to the traffic signal < g=pemee A raffic count can be studied
#u indicare the impact of the By-pass being open. \vane anD
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Dargitz moved that Council support the fifth lane from the Porter Road
intersection to the Houserville Road intersection on PA 26 and consider a delay
in action on the traffic s 1 installation until the results of the By-pass ;
can be determined. Hartswick seconded the motion ‘and Council voted favorably.

Non-Agenda ..

Lechner presented the rerort on the use .of State Funds, which wasgweg:ar«é&
by the Treasurer, and indicated that the report must be signed by three members
of Council before submission. The report was signed by Smith, Taricani and
Hartswick.

Lechner presented an application for County Aide and recommended that Council
submit the application and also ask for the additional §5,500 which was approved
in 1983 by the County, but mot received, for the purpose of providing funds for the
traffic signal at Branch Road. The application was signed by Smith, Dargitz and
Stewart.

Taricani addressed the Zoning Ordinance relating to the use of dwellings in
single family residences. She proposed and made in the form of a motion that Council
send to the Planning Commission an addition to the Zoning Ordinance, Section 4.1.1
to include, "the primary dwelling unit must be occupied by the owner and cannot be
rented by others if the apartment unit is also rented." This will ensure that single
family homes in neighborhoods intended as single family neighborhoods are mot occu-—
pied by people exploiting those properties and having two rental units in the event
the owner is out of town for an extended period. She alsoc suggested that the de-
finition of "owner" be included as "one who owns and holds the legal title to the
preperty with reference to the BOCA Code definition." Hartswick seconded the motion
and the vote of Council was unanimous

Adjournment

It was moved by Taricani and seconded by Hartswick to adjourn the meeting.
Council approved and the meeting was adjourned at 10:07 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

C. Thomas Lechner
Secretary

CTL:cak:key




