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ATTENDED BY:   
 
COUNCIL:   David P. Fryer, Chair 
    L. Eric Bernier 
    Lynn B. Herman 
    Carla Stilson     
 
STAFF:   Adam T. Brumbaugh, Township Manager/Secretary 
    Kent N. Baker, Township Engineer 
    Robert T. Long, Jr., Finance Director 
    Michael Heath, Zoning Officer 
    Mark Holdren, CRPA Sr. Planner 
    Mary E. Wilson, Asst. Township Secretary 
 
ABSENT:   Mary C. Shoemaker, Vice-Chair 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Fryer called to order the January 23, 2014, College Township Council Regular Meeting 
at 7:00 PM, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION: 
 
1. Mr. Greg Copenhaver, RE/MAX Centre Realty, 1375 Martin Street, State College, 
requested Council’s consideration of a change to the permitted uses in the College Township 
Industrial Zone, either via conditional use or use by right, to allow for a privately owned, 
multi-sports training facility that would include outdoor ball fields. Mr. Copenhaver stated 
that the Industrial Zone is less costly to purchase and would allow such a facility to be 
constructed in the area. Council and staff were invited to visit ‘Own The Plate’, a similar 
facility in Bellefonte. 
 
Council noted that a letter from Mr. Copenhaver was filed as part of this meeting’s Consent 
Agenda and would be pulled and discussed at that point in the agenda. Mr. Copenhaver was 
invited to remain for that discussion.  
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2. Mr. Scott Ludwig, 1995 Country Glenn Lane, State College, owner of Ki’netik 
Fitness, State College, requested Council’s consideration of a change in the permitted uses in 
the College Township Industrial Zone to allow for an indoor fitness center of approximately 
5,000 to 6,000 square feet in size. Council added this to the Consent Agenda discussion along 
with the above matter. 
 
 
MANAGER’S UPDATE: 
 
Mr. Brumbaugh, Township Manager, presented the January 23, 2014, Manager’s Update, 
highlighting the following. 
 

- PennDOT’s design plans for the Oak Hall intersection and Boalsburg Road - This 
PennDOT construction project is scheduled to go out to bid in 2015. 

- Meeting room improvements - College Township meeting room sound system 
upgrades in 2014 will include a mixer switch for the sound and the installation of a 
short-throw projector. 

- Student housing police calls – Council was provided with a report, entitled College 
Township Student Housing Police Data Analysis, dated August 2013 to end of 
year, depicting police response statistics at The Villas at Happy Valley and at The 
Retreat at State College student housing developments in College Township. 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
CA-1 Minutes:   a. Jan. 6, 2014, Council Reorganization Meeting 
     b. Jan. 6, 2014, Regular Council Meeting. 
CA-2 Correspondence:  /1:  Letter from Greg Copenhaver, Re/Max Realty, 
       dtd Jan. 3, 2014, regarding request for ordinance  

amendment to allow for a multi-sports facility 
 in the Industrial Zone. 

     /2: Letter from Penn State University, dtd Jan. 10, 
      2014, forwarding quarterly impact fees. 
CA-3 Open Burn Waiver Request: Mr. Eric Albright, 619 Struble Road, to clear a portion  

of wooded property, conditioned upon approval and 
criteria set by the Centre Region Fire Inspector; 

     Approval of. 
 
Council pulled Item CA-2/1 for discussion. 
 

Mr. Bernier moved to accept and approve the January 23, 
2014, Consent Agenda, minus CA-2/1. 

    Ms. Stilson seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously. 
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CA-2/1: In response to Council inquiries, Mr. Copenhaver stated that his facility would be 
privately owned; could possibly repurpose the existing open buildings in the Industrial Zone; 
and is following a trend in utilizing industrial zones that are near major roadways but yet are 
experiencing declines in industrial uses. Mr. Copenhaver felt there would be little pedestrian 
traffic to his proposed facility, if permitted in the Township’s Industrial Zone. 
 
Council advised that industrial zones are generally less costly to purchase because there are 
less infrastructure elements required, such as sidewalks. Such facilities as those being 
discussed would fit the physical space, but would require the infrastructure elements as 
described in the Township Code. 
 
Council directed staff to research and prepare an analysis of the amount of available acreage 
and available buildings in the Industrial Zoning District, as well as examining the possibility 
of any other zoning districts, including Agricultural, for the requested purposes, for Council ‘s 
future review and discussion. It was anticipated that this could return to Council in April. 
 
    Mr. Bernier moved to accept Consent Agenda Item CA-2/1. 
    Ms. Stilson seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Ludwig stated that his facility was significantly smaller than what is being proposed by 
Mr. Copenhaver and clarified that no more than 18 people would be in his facility at one time. 
Mr. Ludwig asked that his request not be lost. Staff confirmed that Mr. Ludwig’s request 
would indeed be considered as part of the Council-directed staff analysis. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
OB-1 Ordinance O-14-01 – Minor Zoning, Land Development and Subdivision 
 Amendments; Set Public Hearing 
 
Ordinance O-14-01, Minor Zoning, Land Development and Subdivision Amendments, would 
revise the College Township Code by amending regulations pertaining to land development, 
subdivision, and zoning via numerous minor alterations and grammatical and technical 
corrections. 
 
Ms. Stilson expressed concern about the language in Section 22, Solar Energy Systems, as it 
was felt this might limit property owners who may wish to generate solar energy. Ms. Stilson 
then offered written comments on this section, and staff agreed to review those comments and 
work to incorporate them into the public hearing version of this proposed ordinance. Council 
supported this action. 
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Mr. Bernier moved set a public hearing for February 20, 
2014, on Ordinance O-14-01, Minor Zoning, Land 
Development and Subdivision Amendment, as amended. 

    Mr. Herman seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
NB-1 Alteration of Parks and Recreation Committee Meetings and Reports 
 
In written communication to Council, dated January 9, 2014, Mr. Kent Baker, Township 
Engineer, reported that Council member Mary Shoemaker and staff interviewed each member 
of the College Township Parks and Recreation (P&R) Committee regarding the role and 
function of that Committee. Council received a report on those interview comments at their 
November 7, 2013, Council meeting. As a result of that report, Mr. Baker stated that the P&R 
Committee members have agreed to 1) hold more meetings each year; 2) streamline the time 
spent on reports by having members prepare them in advance for inclusion in meeting 
packets; and 3) establish more direct contact with Township residents relative to the specific 
park/s near the residents’ homes.  
 
Following discussion, Council agreed that holding several parks meetings with residents in 
2014 would be beneficial, adding that the use of social media to reach residents should be 
considered. 
 
 
STAFF AND ABC INFORMATIVES: 
 
SI-1, www.governing.com article, entitled How Obamacare Could Hurt Fire Companies, by 
Christ Kardish, dated January 6, 2014 – Mr. Brumbaugh reported that potential negative 
impacts to fire companies as a result of The Affordable Care Act’s mandates have been 
resolved favorably. 
 
SI-4, University Area Joint Authority (UAJA) Dec. 18, 2013, Meeting Minutes – Council 
referenced a rate increase reported in the UAJA minutes and inquired into any advertising 
requirements that may be placed upon the UAJA when instituting a rate increase. Staff 
reported that the Pennsylvania Municipal Authority Act does not require the public to be 
alerted prior to a rate increase; however, authorities must advise customers after a rate 
increase has been approved by their Board of Directors. Chair Fryer announced to the 
audience that the UAJA was initiating a rate increase for 2014. 
 
COUNCIL/STAFF OTHER MATTERS: 
 

1. Mr. Herman thanked staff for responding to Council’s request for a state flag to be 
flown at the Township Building, and suggested a thank you letter be sent to State 
Representative Kerry Benninghoff for donating the flag. 

http://www.governing.com/
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2. Mr. Bernier requested and received an explanation of the hierarchy of citations used in 
enforcement proceedings. Staff advised that, although the Township’s enforcement 
activities are generally complaint driven and usually see quick resolutions via a 
violations letter from the Township, those not adequately responding to the violation 
letter protocol receive a ticket. Unpaid tickets result in citations and possible court 
involvement. 
 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Local Traffic Advisory Committee (LTAC), January 8, 2014: Ms. Stilson reported that the 
LTAC held their Reorganization Meeting and set the date for their 2015 Reorganization Date. 
The Committee subsequently discussed the Oak Hall intersection, the Pike Street 
improvement project, and the Elmwood Street ramp. 
 
Public Services and Environmental (PS/E) Committee, January 15, 2014: Ms. Stilson 
reported that the PS/E Committee held their Reorganization Meeting and subsequently 1) 
discussed proposed changes to the refuse and recycling contract; 2) reviewed future 
Committee activities, including future consideration of infrastructure needs for CNG/LNG-
fueled fleet vehicles; and 3) noted a February regional meeting on the infrastructure for food 
waste/organics collection and composting facilities.  
 
Parks Capital Committee, January 9, 2014: Mr. Bernier reported that the Parks Capital 
Committee reorganized, electing Mr. Jeff Luck, Patton Township, as Chair and Mr. Tom 
Daubert, State College Borough, as Vice-Chair. The Committee subsequently 1) recognized 
Mr. Cliff Warner, retired Harris Township Supervisor, for his twelve years on the Parks 
Capital Committee; 2) received a presentation on the State College Area School District’s 
high school project and impacts from this construction on the Welch Pool parking lot; 3) held 
a discussion on the “Next Step Municipal Funding Model” for regional parks development 
with Committee members feeling some ambivalence due to not knowing how the funds raised 
would be used; and 4) authorized the Centre Region Parks and Recreation Agency executive 
director to obtain engineering services quotes to widen the Hess Softball Field Complex 
driveway onto Route 45. 
 
Transportation/Land Use (T/LU) Committee, January 13, 2014: Mr. Bernier reported that 
the T/LU Committee 1) held its Reorganization Meeting; and 2) received a presentation from 
CRPA on the Bicycle Friendly Community Status Report and an update on State 
Transportation Funding. 
 
Human Resources Committee, January 14, 2014: Mr. Herman reported that the Human 
Resources Committee 1) held its Reorganization Meeting; 2) received details regarding how 
the COG office will restructure when Ms. Prosek, CRCOG Assistant to the Executive 
Director, retires in 2015; and 3) reviewed proposals to revise COG job descriptions. 
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Public Safety Committee, January 15, 2014: Chair Fryer reported that the Public Safety 
Committee 1) held its Reorganization Meeting; 2) discussed ideas for expanding the role of 
the Centre Region Building and Housing Code Board of Appeals; 3) forwarded Board of 
Appeals nominations to the General Forum for remanding to the municipalities; 4) authorized 
the purchase of Ford F-350 from COSTARS for Code Administration use; and 5) heard a 
report from the Fire Director on the Quint’s transmission failure, the aerial truck’s recent 
accident, the placement of an order for a 3,000-gallon tanker, and the status of the emergency 
generator replacement project. 
 
Executive Committee, January 21, 2014: Chair Fryer reported that the Executive 
Committee held its Reorganization Meeting, electing Mr. Elliot Abrams, Patton Township, as 
the 2014 Chair and Mr. Bud Graham, Harris Township, as the 2014 Vice-Chair. The COG 
Executive Director briefly reviewed the COG Articles of Agreement relative to the duties of 
the Executive Committee. 
 
Planning Commission-Council Liaison Report: Mr. D. Richard Francke, Planning 
Commission (PC) Liaison to Council, reported that the January 21, 2014, PC Meeting 
reviewed the Hilltop/Hendricks/Mitchell Rezoning Request, which went well. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Hearing no further matters for discussion, Chair Fryer adjourned the January 23, 2014, 
College Township Council Regular Meeting at 8:15 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Adam T. Brumbaugh    
 
Adam T. Brumbaugh 
Township Manager/Secretary 


	CONSENT AGENDA:
	CA-1 Minutes:   a. Jan. 6, 2014, Council Reorganization Meeting
	b. Jan. 6, 2014, Regular Council Meeting.
	CA-2 Correspondence:  /1:  Letter from Greg Copenhaver, Re/Max Realty,
	dtd Jan. 3, 2014, regarding request for ordinance
	amendment to allow for a multi-sports facility  in the Industrial Zone.
	/2: Letter from Penn State University, dtd Jan. 10,
	2014, forwarding quarterly impact fees.
	CA-3 Open Burn Waiver Request: Mr. Eric Albright, 619 Struble Road, to clear a portion
	of wooded property, conditioned upon approval and criteria set by the Centre Region Fire Inspector;
	Approval of.
	Council pulled Item CA-2/1 for discussion.
	Mr. Bernier moved to accept and approve the January 23, 2014, Consent Agenda, minus CA-2/1.
	Ms. Stilson seconded the motion.
	Motion carried unanimously.
	CA-2/1: In response to Council inquiries, Mr. Copenhaver stated that his facility would be privately owned; could possibly repurpose the existing open buildings in the Industrial Zone; and is following a trend in utilizing industrial zones that are ne...
	Council advised that industrial zones are generally less costly to purchase because there are less infrastructure elements required, such as sidewalks. Such facilities as those being discussed would fit the physical space, but would require the infras...
	Council directed staff to research and prepare an analysis of the amount of available acreage and available buildings in the Industrial Zoning District, as well as examining the possibility of any other zoning districts, including Agricultural, for th...
	Mr. Bernier moved to accept Consent Agenda Item CA-2/1.
	Ms. Stilson seconded the motion.
	Motion carried unanimously.
	Mr. Ludwig stated that his facility was significantly smaller than what is being proposed by Mr. Copenhaver and clarified that no more than 18 people would be in his facility at one time. Mr. Ludwig asked that his request not be lost. Staff confirmed ...
	NB-1 Alteration of Parks and Recreation Committee Meetings and Reports
	In written communication to Council, dated January 9, 2014, Mr. Kent Baker, Township Engineer, reported that Council member Mary Shoemaker and staff interviewed each member of the College Township Parks and Recreation (P&R) Committee regarding the rol...
	Following discussion, Council agreed that holding several parks meetings with residents in 2014 would be beneficial, adding that the use of social media to reach residents should be considered.

