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ATTENDED BY:   
 
COUNCIL:   David W. Koll , Vice-Chair 
    Mary C. Shoemaker 
    Forrest J. Remick, Ph.D.    
    L. Eric Bernier 
     
STAFF:   Adam T. Brumbaugh, Township Manager/Secretary 
    Kent N. Baker, Township Engineer 
    Robert T. Long, Jr., Finance Director 
    John J. Franek, Jr., Zoning Officer 
    Mark Holdren, CRPA Sr. Planner 
    Mary E. Wilson, Asst. Township Secretary 
 
ABSENT:   David P. Fryer, Chair 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Vice-Chair Koll called to order the March 21, 2013, College Township Council Regular 
Meeting at 7:00 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION: 
 
Mr. Tom Strickler, 403 E. Springwood Place, Port Matilda, spoke on behalf of property 
owners Jerry and Rob Thornton relative to a request for a waiver from the Township’s burn 
ordinance in order to allow the clearing of land at the Thornton property at 1767 Houserville 
Road prior to a land sale.  
 
In response to Council inquiry, Mr. John Franek, Zoning Officer, confirmed that any waiver 
would still require a permit from Centre Region Code Administration and the compliance by 
the requestor with any stipulations placed upon the burn by the Code fire inspector. 
 
    Ms. Shoemaker moved to grant a waiver from the Township  

burn ordinance for a one-time burn at 1767 Houserville 
Road contingent upon the acquisition of a burn permit from 
the Code Office and compliance with conditions placed 
upon the burn by the fire inspector. 
Dr. Remick seconded the motion. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
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SPECIAL PRESENTATION: 
 
SP-1 Spring Creek Park Pedestrian Bridge – Penn State University Chapter of Design- 

Build Institute of America (DBIA) 
 

Mr. Craig Dubler, Adjunct Facility Advisor, DBIA, introduced DBIA students A.J. 
Mazzacano, Laura Wake-Ramos, and Ghaith Yacoub, who presented their project concept for 
a footbridge at Spring Creek Park at a location near where a prior, uncovered footbridge had 
once been located. The presenters distributed bid documentation to Council members and 
requested Council’s authorization to proceed with the design and installation of an ADA-
accessible, 45-foot span with wood treading and observation bump outs. The construction of 
the steel and wood bridge would begin with site clearing on April 12, 2013. Steps would 
temporarily be installed until ramps are ready for installation. 
 
Council and staff discussed the use of pressure-treated lumber; bridge load capacity; lifespan 
of the bridge materials; railings for the temporary steps; type of construction equipment 
required for the project; and suggested the team supports local suppliers whenever possible. In 
response to Council comments, presenters advised that composite material was considered but 
deemed too slippery. 
 
Council commended the students’ project and supported staff’s moving this project forward. 
 
    Dr. Remick moved to support the Penn State University  

DBIA’s Spring Creek Park Footbridge Project and 
approved staff taking appropriate steps to see this project 
completed. 

    Ms. Shoemaker seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
PLAN: 
 
P-1 McDonald’s Restaurant Preliminary/Final Land Development;  

Tax Parcel 19-605-009-0000; 2167 S. Atherton St. 
 

a. Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan; Approval of 
 
Mr. Mark Mox, McIlvried, DiDiano & Mox, LLC, presented the McDonald’s Restaurant 
Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan, which reflects the construction of a new restaurant 
in the same location as the current McDonald’s Restaurant in Hills Plaza Shopping Center. 
Mr. Mox added that prior staff review comments have been or are in the process of being 
addressed. 
 
Mr. Baker, Township Engineer, advised that there existed a problem with the installation of a 
required sidewalk extension in the Township right of way along Rolling Ridge Drive that 
would connect to the South Atherton bike path, as it would not meet ADA requirements for 
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the site. Mr. Baker added that proposed accessibility guidelines, however, allow 
municipalities to construct sidewalks at the same grade as that of the existing street, which is 
eight percent (8%). McDonald’s has agreed to compensate College Township for the 
estimated cost of this sidewalk and related ramps, which is estimated to be $12,509.70. 
Canadian Pacific Realty Company, property owner, has signed a sidewalk easement 
agreement, which awaits Council approval.  
 
    Mr. Bernier moved to approve the Preliminary/Final Land  

Development Plan prepared for McDonald’s USA, LLC 
Store L/C 37-0248, 2167 S. Atherton Street, dated December 
21, 2012, last revised February 25, 2013, with the following 
conditions: 
1. Payment of all outstanding plan review fees; 
2. Obtain all required signatures on the plan; 
3. Adjust the locations of the barberry shrubs in the 

southern parking island in a manner acceptable to the 
Township Engineer; 

4. Add a design engineer’s stormwater signature block on 
Sheet RP-1; and 

5. Provide a check to College Township in the amount of 
$12,509.70 to compensate for the cost of a sidewalk. 

Ms. Shoemaker seconded the motion. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
b. Sidewalk Easement Agreement 

 
Council commended the property owner on the unique solution to the sidewalk issue. 
 
    Mr. Bernier moved to approve the Sidewalk Easement  

Agreement, dated March 21, 2013, between Canadian 
Pacific Realty Company and the Township of College. 

    Dr. Remick seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
MANAGER’S UPDATE: 
 
Mr. Brumbaugh, Township Manager, presented the March 21, 2013, Manager’s Update, 
advising Council that the Nittany Outdoor Advertising legal matter has been referred to other 
legal counsel, as per the requirements of the Township’s insurance company, EMC. 
 
Mr. Baker reported that, based on the reported availability of Council members, May 9, 2013, 
has been determined as the most available date for the Pike Street Streetscape Open House. 
Council consensus supported scheduling this open house for May 9, 2013. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 
CA-1 Minutes:   March 7, 2013, Regular Council Meeting. 
CA-2 Correspondence:  /1:  Letter from PA Municipal League, dtd Feb. 10,  

2013, regarding PML Northcentral District 
Meeting and Dinner, April 2, 2013.  

/2: Letter from PennDOT, rec’d Mar. 11, 2013, 
 regarding Notice of Payment – Liquid Fuels 

April 2013. 
/3:  Email from C. Hunter, dtd Mar. 7, 2013, 

opposing Hilltop Rezoning. 
/4: Email from J. Smith, dtd Mar. 18, 2013, 

regarding Agricultural Uses in Forest District. 
/5: Email from M. Fink, dtd March 21, 2013, 

regarding proposed Grazing of Livestock 
ordinance. 

CA-3 Resolution:   Approval of Resolution R-13-07, PennDOT Application  
for County Aid; Re-surfacing of Hospital Drive, for total 
estimated project cost of $50,420. 
 

Ms. Shoemaker moved to accept and approve the March 21, 
2013, Consent Agenda, as presented. 

    Dr. Remick seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously. 
 
   
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
OB-1 Ordinance O-13-02; Grazing of Livestock 
 
Mr. Mark Holdren, CRPA Sr. Planner, stated that draft Ordinance O-13-02, Grazing of 
Livestock, proposes to amend the College Township Code by amending Chapter 200, Zoning, 
to permit grazing of livestock and the keeping of bees in the Forest Zoning District. The 
ordinance also places limits on grazing to reduce the negative impacts to the environment, 
loss of forest habitat, and retention of the views of Mount Nittany by establishing restrictions 
on elevations on grazing, as well as a prohibition on high-density livestock operations. The 
impacted area is primarily in the Lenape Lane/Brush Valley Road vicinity. Responding to 
prior Council comments, Mr. Holdren offered Council six options for regulating livestock and 
bees in the Forest District, identifying those options by a variety of different colors. Staff 
requested that Council review options, including the option of changing nothing, and direct 
staff on the next step in this review. 
 
Mr. Jim Smith, 461 Brush Valley Road, noted that the number of properties affected by a 
removal of the 1,300-foot elevation restriction would change from 29 to 35 properties then 
being permitted to allow grazing. 
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Mr. Tom Mincemoyer, 181 Lenape Lane, stated that numerous parcels are split by the 1,300-
foot elevation line but that there was no value on his property of pasturing livestock above 
that line. He would not fence or pasture livestock above 1,300 feet elevation. Mr. 
Mincemoyer advised that the ordinance’s definition of ‘livestock’ was acceptable to him. 
Although opposed to permitting swine, Mr. Mincemoyer would not object to the inclusion of 
other grazing animals. 
 
Mr. Harry Duckworth, 300 Dale Street, supported there being no elevation restriction, as such 
a restriction would prevent him from ever having a horse on his property. 
 
Mr. Don Hartzell, 250 Brush Valley Road, supported the Purple option presented by Mr. 
Holdren, which allowed for the grazing of horses and cattle, the keeping of bees, and 
establishing a 1,300-foot elevation limit. 
 
Mr. Wayne Pauley, 380 Mt. Nittany Road, proposed that the definition of ‘livestock’ should 
include those animals housed and shown at the Grange Fair; i.e., horses, cattle, goats, sheep, 
chickens, pigs, and rabbits. However, it was further suggested that horses could be pulled out 
of this ordinance, as Mr. Pauley believed they are a pleasure animal and are not an economic, 
grazing animal. Mr. Pauley supported the permitting of horse riding academies. 
 
Mr. Herb Williams, 870 W. Mt. Nittany Road, recommended a 1,400-foot elevation limit, 
instead of 1,300 feet. 
 
Mr. Jim Smith, 461 Brush Valley Road, suggested that a way be found to resolve the grazing 
request of the one requestor; supported the 1,300-foot elevation as established by Mt. Nittany 
Conservancy; and noted the potential water contamination threat for the six property owners 
on spring water wells, if there is an increase in the types of grazing animals allowed on the 
mountain. 
 
Following discussion on possibly including other grazing animals, removing any elevation 
restriction, and other related issues, Council consensus was to move forward with the Purple 
option, which would allow the grazing of cattle and horses and the keeping of bees, but with 
elevation restrictions set at the 1,300-foot elevation. Council recognized that waivers could be 
considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
    Dr. Remick moved to set a public hearing on Ordinance  

O-13-02, Grazing of Livestock, for May 16, 2013. 
    Mr. Bernier seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
OB-2 The Retreat at State College; Transportation Impact Payment 
 
Mr. Adam Brumbaugh, Township Manager, stated that one of the conditions of the approval 
of The Retreat at State College PRD was the payment of a $100,000 transportation impact fee 
to College Township, which would be used to offset transportation impacts caused by the 
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project. As these impacts will occur within the municipal boundary of the Borough of State 
College (“Borough”), a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was drafted allowing the 
funds to be expended by the Borough on appropriate projects. The Borough responded to the 
proposed MOU by providing a Transportation Impact Agreement (TIM) proposal to College 
Township in November, 2012, which Mr. Brumbaugh recommended that Council review and 
approve. 
 
Council reviewed the Borough’s TIM, recommending the addition of the word “existing” on 
line 41, before “O’Bryan Lane”, prior to taking the following action. 
 
    Dr.   Remick   moved   that   College   Township   accept  the  

November 15, 2012, Borough of State College 
“Transportation Impact Agreement, with the addition of the 
word “existing” on line 41 before “O’Bryan Lane”, and 
authorize the Township Manager to execute said document, 
as amended. 

    Mr. Shoemaker seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
NB-1 Lieb Property Rezoning Request from R-R to R-1; Villacrest Drive 
 
In written correspondence to College Township from Mr. Edward D. Grunenwald, dated Feb. 
15, 2013, on behalf of John Lieb and Sandy Lieb, Council was requested to consider the 
rezoning of tax parcel 19-006-008-0000 from Rural Residential (RR) to R-1, Single-Family 
Residential. The referenced parcel adjoins R-1 property to the east and a Planned Residential 
Development (PRD) to the north. The property owner wishes to build more homes on smaller 
lots. 
 
Staff advised that all RR properties would receive a notification of this request, should 
Council move this forward to Planning Commission for review and comment. 
 
    Ms. Shoemaker moved to remand to the Planning  

Commission the Lieb Property Rezoning Request from RR 
to R-1 to Planning Commission for review and comment. 

    Dr. Remick seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
NB-2 Mountainview Avenue/Manor Drive Private Street Takeover; Discussion 
 
Matter withdrawn. No action taken. 
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NB-3 “Bicycle Friendly Community” Signage; Discussion 
 
In written communication from Mr. Kent Baker, Township Engineer, dated March 15, 2013, 
Council was advised that the Centre Region is now designated as a Bronze Level Bicycle 
Friendly Community by the League of American Bicyclists. The Centre Region Council of 
Governments’ participating municipalities have been offered an opportunity to take part in a 
combined purchase of 18” by 24” signs that indicate the community’s designation as a 
Bicycle Friendly Community. The cost would be $200 for artwork and $55 per sign. 
 
Following a brief discussion, College Township Council consensus supported the acquisition 
of at least three (3) signs, if purchased at discount with other interested, regional 
municipalities. 
 
 
NB-4 COG Follow-Up Matters: 
 

a. Resolution R-13-06, Approval of Name Change to “Centre Region Parks and 
Recreation Authority” 

 
Ms. Shoemaker moved to approve Resolution R-13-06 
adopting and approving an amendment to the Articles of 
Incorporation of the Centre Regional Recreation Authority 
to adopt the new Authority name of “Centre Region Parks 
and Recreation Authority”, as proposed by resolution of the 
Board of said Authority; setting forth such proposed 
amendment; authorizing said Authority and proper officers 
thereof to execute, verify, and file appropriate Articles of 
Amendment; and repealing all resolutions or parts of 
resolutions inconsistent herewith. 
Mr. Bernier seconded the motion. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

b. Implementation Element of the Centre Region Comprehensive Plan; 
Comments 

 
Mr. Eric Vorwald, CRPA Sr. Planner, presented the Centre Region Comprehensive Plan 
Implementation Element, which satisfies the requirements of the Municipalities Planning 
Code and provides the framework for completing the goals, objectives, and policies identified 
in the Comprehensive Plan update. The Implementation Element does not contain the specific 
actions for implementation, but merely provides a process by which implementation of the 
Centre Region Comprehensive Plan will be carried out. The Centre Region Council of 
Governments (CRCOG) is requesting municipal comments by April 19, 2013. 
 
Council reviewed the Implementation Element and offered comments, as follows. 
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- Recognize the financial limitations of the pursuit of priorities, as projects may 
outstrip current staffing levels. 

- Decide and define if these metrics are cumulative or annual metrics. 
- It is understood that prioritizing does not necessarily mean that all of the projects 

are going to be moved forward. 
 
Mr. Vorwald advised that the focus would be on short-term projects, so that staff will not be 
overreaching. 
 
STAFF AND ABC INFORMATIVES: 
 
No comments were forthcoming. 
 
 
COUNCIL/STAFF OTHER MATTERS: 
 
None. 

 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Finance Committee, March 14, 2013: Ms. Shoemaker reported that the Finance Committee 
recommended that COG give the agency directors a suggested limit to their proposed budget 
for each year with anything outside that budget requiring justification. 
 
Public Safety Committee, March 13, 2013: Mr. Koll reported that the Public Safety 
Committee discussed and supported the replacement of the 1991 International Tanker truck. 
The 2013 COG Fire Operating Budget appropriated $395,000 for this acquisition. The 
Committee then received a summary of recommendations from the COG Executive Director’s 
meeting with local builders and architects relative to their ideas for improving Centre Region 
Code Administration (CRCA) customer service.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Hearing no further matters for discussion, Vice-Chair Koll adjourned the March 21, 2013, 
College Township Council Regular Meeting at 9:05 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Adam T. Brumbaugh 
 
Adam T. Brumbaugh 
Township Manager/Secretary 
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