
 
COLLEGE TOWNSHIP REGULAR COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 
July 7, 2011 

 
 
 
ATTENDED BY: 
COUNCIL:   Mary Shoemaker, Chair   
    David R. Fryer, Vice-Chair 
    Daniel D. Klees 
    Forrest J. Remick, Ph.D. 
    David W. Koll 
     
STAFF:   Adam T. Brumbaugh, Township Manager/Secretary 

Kent N. Baker, Township Engineer 
Robert T. Long, Jr., Finance Director 
John J. Franek, Sr., Zoning Officer 

    Linda Magro, Recording Secretary 
 
ABSENT:   Mark Holdren, CRPA 
    Mary E. Wilson, Assistant Township Secretary 
 
CALL TO ORDER:   
 
Chair Shoemaker called to order the July 7, 2011, Regular Meeting of the College Township 
Council at 7:01 p.m.  
 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION:  
 
Mr. Anson Burwell, Sr., 100 Jefferson Avenue, Unit 138, State College, expressed 
dissatisfaction with extreme noise levels near his home at the Summit at Shiloh as a result of the 
newly constructed Red Line Speed Shine Car Wash blowers. Because Mr. Burwell’s letter was 
listed on tonight’s agenda as correspondence for discussion, Council delayed this topic until later 
on in the meeting. 
 
 
PLANS: 
 
P-1 Chilcoat Preliminary/Final Subdivision Plan, 221 Gerald Street 
 
Mr. Gregory Shufran, P.L.S., presented the Chilcoat Subdivision Plan on behalf of the Chilcoat 
family, who wish to subdivide a residential lot for resale. This project involves the subdivision of 
Lot 1 of tax parcel 19-4A/43 and covers 0.72 acres of land. This plan would create Lots 1A and 



College Township Regular Council Meeting Minutes 
July 7, 2011 
Page 2 
 
1B. Lot 1A would contain the existing residence, garage and paved driveway. Lot 1B would be 
available for resale for residential development. Mr. Shufran added that the property owner was 
requesting a waiver from the Township’s sidewalk ordinance, as none of the adjacent lots in this 
established area have sidewalks, nor are they likely to install any in the future. 
 
At their June 21, 2011, Planning Commission (PC) meeting, PC members recommended 
approval of this plan with conditions, including the denial of the sidewalk waiver request on 
Gerald Street. In Centre Region Planning Agency (CRPA) comments dated June 24, 2011, 
CRPA supported the waiver of the sidewalk requirement along Buchenhorst Road but did not 
support a waiver for Gerald Street. 
 
Ms. Joan Kerstetter, power of attorney for property owner Robert J. Chilcoat, submitted emailed 
comments to College Township prior to Council’s meeting with regard to the sidewalk waiver 
request, explaining that the property owner must apply the profit from the sale of Lot 1B to 
ongoing critical medical needs. The financial burden of the installation of sidewalks would prove 
detrimental to meeting that critical need. Ms. Kerstetter further clarified that the home was built 
in 1956, not 1952.   
 
After a brief discussion about the non-existence of sidewalks on Gerald Street, Council agreed to 
waive the sidewalk requirements for this plan along both Buchenhorst Road and Gerald Street.   
 

Mr. Koll moved to approve the Preliminary/Final Plan 
Chilcoat Subdivision Two Lot Subdivision of Lands of Robert 
J. Chilcoat, dated 4/12/11, last revised 6/21/11, with the 
following conditions: 

  1. Obtain all required signatures on the plan; 
2. Payment of all outstanding plan review fees; and 
3. Council waives the requirements for a sidewalk along  

Buchenhorst Road and Gerald Street. 
    Mr. Klees seconded the motion. 

Motion carried unanimously.  
 

 
P-2 Building 10/Ruetgers Organics Final Subdivision Lot 2A Land Development Plan 
 
The proposed Ruetgers Organics Land Development Plan is located on Lot 2A in Building 10 of 
the old Ruetgers Organics complex on Struble Road.  Mr. Chad Stafford of Penn Terra 
Engineering, on behalf of developer C. Wayne Company, L.P.,  presented  the plan to convert 
Building No. 10 from its prior use as an old warehouse into a dance/cheerleading practice 
facility. The facility will be used only for practice and instruction and not for events or 
competition. The site currently has fifty-four (54) parking spaces with an upper- and lower-level 
lot available for use.  The developer plans on removing the chain link fence and nine (9) of the 
54 spaces, and adding two (2) handicapped-accessible parking spaces in the rear entrance of the 
building.  Forty-eight (48) total parking spaces are proposed for this plan. A materials waiver 
was requested for the installation of an asphalt walkway instead of a concrete walkway, which   
would be continuous from Struble Road to the front of the building. The developer requested a 
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variance to allow a portion of the sidewalk to remain the existing asphalt pavement. The 
walkway would still adhere to the five-foot width requirement.  
 
Following a brief presentation by Mr. Mark Torretti, P.E., Penn Terra Engineering, and Council 
discussion on the current EPA status of this Superfund site; handicapped parking and directional 
signage; and the possible removal of the gate for easier access, Council solicited public 
comment. 
 
Dr. Ronald Smith, Dale Street, Lemont, expressed concern for the environmental safety of this 
site development and inquired about the identity of the firm who previously performed testing 
for Kepone and Myrex levels. Mr. Torretti reiterated that the EPA cleared the site and building 
for redevelopment, and Mr. Brumbaugh advised that College Township could obtain the test 
results from the EPA in order to make those available. 
 
Council considered options for redevelopment and how to best address the safety issues of this 
Superfund site, as assuring the safety of the residents and users of the site was most important. 
Council agreed to provide to Dr. Smith any documentation held or obtained by the Township on 
the EPA’s findings. 
 

Dr. Remick moved to approve the Building No. 10/Ruetgers 
Organics Subdivision Lot 2A Final Land Development Plan, dated 
May 23, 2011, last revised June 23, 2011, with the following 
conditions: 
1. Obtain all required signatures on the plan; 
2. Payment of all outstanding plan review fees; 
3. Revise the signature line from “Vice-Chairman” to 

“Secretary” under the Township Council Signature block; 
4. Council agrees to the waiver from strict compliance of the 

sidewalk requirement as described by Note 18 on Sheet 3. 
Mr. Klees seconded the Motion. 
Motion carried 4-1 (Shoemaker voting nay). 

 
Mr. Klees moved that a fifth motion be added on the Building 
10/Ruetgers Organics Subdivision Lot 2A Final Land 
Development Plan, dated May 23, 2011, last revised June 23, 2011, 
as follows: 
5. Remove gate to allow access to handicapped parking. 
Mr. Koll seconded the Motion. 

 
Mr. Baker clarified that there would be no allowance for any other gate and that this motion was 
to remove the gate.   

 
Motion carried unanimously.  
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MANAGER’S UPDATE 
 
Mr. Brumbaugh, Township Manager, presented the July 7, 2011, Manager’s Update, 1) offering 
a response to Council’s inquiry about the problem at the Hickey site; 2) advising that the W. 
Branch Road reopening would be delayed due to incomplete curbing work; 3) commenting that 
the Pike Street traffic-calming meeting was held this date; and 4) reporting that the First Avenue 
sidewalk project was completed. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
CA-1 Minutes:    a.  June 7, 2011 Joint Council-PC Meeting 
      b.  June 16, 2011 Public Hearing-1, TEFRA – 
       IDA/The Second Mile Project 
      c.  June 16, 2011 Public Hearing-2, O-11-02, 
       Occupancy Ordinance 

d.  June 16, 2011 Regular Council Meeting 
CA-2 Correspondence:   /1: PSATS Memorandum, dtd June 17,  

2011, subj: PSATS Youth Award Contest.   
      /2: Letter from Messrs. A. Burwell Sr. and Jr., 
       Jr., rec’d June 21, 2011, regarding      

excessive noise emanating from car wash. 
      /3: Email from Mr. and Mrs. D. Brady, dtd June 29,  

2011, regarding excessive noise emanating 
from car wash. 

      /4:  Letter from Comcast, dtd June 27, 2011,  
regarding price changes.    

CA-3 Report:     Finance Director’s to June 30, 2011  
 
Council pulled Consent Agenda items CA-2/2 and CA-2/3 for discussion relative to Red Line 
SpeedShine Car Wash noise levels. 
 

Dan Klees moved to approve the July 7, 2011 Consent Agenda, 
minus items CA-2/2 and CA-2/3. 
David Koll seconded the motion.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
CA-2/2 and CA-2/3 - Red Line Car Wash Noise Complaints 
 
Mr. Anson Burwell, 100 Jefferson Avenue, Ste. 138, State College, and Mr. and Mrs. D. Brady, 
100 Jefferson Avenue, State College, complained of significant noise emanating from the three 
(3), west-facing blowers that were part of the nearby car wash and requested Council’s 
intervention. 
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Mr. Brumbaugh indicated that a staff-conducted noise study of this site was completed on July 7, 
2011, to identify decibel levels when the blowers were both operating and at rest.  The following 
reflect the results of those readings: 
 

No Blowers Operating 42 – 43 dB. 
1 Blower (1-minute reading) 66.6 dB 
2 Blowers “  68.8 dB 
3 Blowers “  70.9 dB. 

 
As the Township ordinance’s maximum acceptable noise level as recorded at a property line is 
62 dB, the 70.9 reading was well above the limits for noise trespass. Mr. Brumbaugh confirmed 
that there was clearly an issue that needed to be addressed with Red Line SpeedShine Car Wash 
and indicated that staff would be in touch with Red Line to resolve this issue.  
 
    Mr. Fryer moved to accept Correspondences CA-2/2 and  

CA-2/3. 
    Mr. Koll seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
OB-1 Fairlawn Avenue Request for Duck Signage 
 
At Council’s May 5, 2011, Regular Meeting, Council received a request for a duck crossing sign 
on Fairlawn Avenue. Council at that time directed staff to investigate traffic and speeds along 
this road prior to making a decision on how to respond to this signage request. 
 
Speed data was collected between May 24 and June 4, 2011, via the Township’s Speed Sentry 
equipment. The data revealed that the majority of traffic was actually traveling under the speed 
limit. After a brief discussion, Council agreed that the requested duck crossing sign request 
should be denied. Council requested that staff notify the requestor of the denial of the sign 
request. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
NB-1 Timbering in Township Rights-of-Way 
 
Mr. Brumbaugh explained that eighteen (18) trees were cut down in error in the Margaret Road 
and Silva Street area of the Township by Walker Lumber.  The right of way is owned by College 
Township, and the land is owned by Benner Pike V. The right of way was never owned by 
Benner Pike V.  After bringing this matter to the attention of Mr. Thomas Songer, principal with 
the Benner Pike V, the Township was offered $1,339.40 for replacement of the timber harvested.  
Mr. Fryer and Mr. Klees inquired as to whether or not that figure included staff time that may 
have been used in the investigation of this issue. Mr. Brumbaugh responded that several hours of 
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staff time were utilized in responding to the situation, but they were not factored into the offered 
figure.  
 
Council considered charging the logging company for street tree value and fines for destruction 
of Township property. It was ultimately agreed to accept a settlement of $2,500 for the trees 
harvested from the right of way along Margaret Road and Silvia Street. Council stated that this 
proposed settlement amount would be considered a compromise, as some of the compensation 
estimates approximately $4,500.00.   
 
Chair Shoemaker and Mr. Klees, however, expressed great consternation over the harvesting of 
the trees in the Township’s rights of way.  
 

Mr.  Fryer moved to accept a settlement of $2,500.00 for the 
damage and loss caused by the lumbering of trees on the 
Township rights of way along Margaret Road and Silvia 
Street.   
Dr. Remick seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-2 (Shoemaker and Klees voting nay).  
 

 
NB-2 Happy Valley Energy – Pipeline Project 
 
Mr. Brumbaugh explained that Happy Valley Energy was proposing running a pipeline down 
from Pleasant Gap along some College Township properties and ultimately College Avenue as a 
strong possibility to get to the new proposed Penn State University gas-fueled steam plant.  All 
rights of way would have to be negotiated, as this is a private company.   
 
This matter was presented for informational purposes only, and no Council action was required. 
 
 
NB-3   Bid Award West Branch Road Improvement Project 
 
Bid award information was presented to Council by Mr. Baker on the West Branch Road 
Improvement Project. Staff recommended that Council award this project to New Enterprise 
Stone and Lime Company, whose lowest bid came in significantly under the Township budget. 
 

Mr. Koll moved to award the West Branch Road Improvement 
Project to New Enterprise Stone and Lime Company in the 
amount of $256,468.35. 

    Mr. Klees seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously.  
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STAFF/ABC INFORMATIVES: 
 
SI-1 - Schlow Centre Region Library Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes of May 11, 2011:  
 
Chair Shoemaker briefly discussed the CBICC After Hours event scheduled for August 11, 2011, 
at the Library, and Council asked staff to inquire into the “normal staff and overhead costs” 
involved in this event.  
 
Mr. Klees subsequently asked if the overall temporary business issue previously debated by 
Council was set to be on the agenda anytime soon, and Mr. Brumbaugh indicated that it would 
be brought up in the near future.   
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO), June 28, 2011: Mr. Klees 
reported that the MPO received and commented on a status report from consultants on the 
Moshannon Valley Park and Ride Study; offered comments on the 2010 - 2011 Transportation 
Enhancements (TE) Program; confirmed approval of 2011 – 2014 TIP amendment for the Centre 
Hall Streetscape Phase II Project; received guidance on preparation of the new 2013 – 2016 TIP 
and offered comments on new PennDOT project development process; commented on Halfmoon 
Township – Patton Township Area Plan (HPAP) Traffic Analysis; and offered comments on the 
Centre County Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2040. 
 
Mr. Klees added that the bridge over Slab Cabin Run at Country Club Road is now in weight 
restriction due to its degraded status and, as a result, has moved up to a higher level on the TIP. 
In considering the sub-standard condition of Country Club Road, the MPO discussed the possible 
reconfiguration that intersection and adding a turning lane at E. Branch Road. Mr. Klees stated 
that he asked MPO staff to approach PennDOT about possible changes being considered to that 
intersection, as the bridge would require widening if this intersection would be improved. 
 
Mr. Brumbaugh explained that College Township would obtain no liquid fuel funding for 
Country Club Road, if it was taken over.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Mr. Fryer moved to adjourn the July 7, 2011, Regular College  
Township Council Meeting. 

    Mr. Klees seconded the motion, 
    Motion carried unanimously.  
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Chair Shoemaker adjourned the July 7, 2011, Regular Council Meeting at 8:51 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Adam T. Brumbaugh 
 
      
Adam Brumbaugh 
Township Manager/Secretary 
 
 
 
 `      


