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ATTENDED BY:   
 
COUNCIL:   David P. Fryer, Chair 

David W. Koll, Vice-Chair 
    Mary C. Shoemaker 
    Forrest J. Remick, Ph.D. 
    L. Eric Bernier  
    
STAFF:   Adam T. Brumbaugh, Township Manager/Secretary 
    Kent N. Baker, Township Engineer 
    Robert T. Long, Jr., Finance Director 
    John J. Franek, Jr., Zoning Officer 
    Mark Holdren, CRPA Sr. Planner 
    Mary E. Wilson, Asst. Township Secretary 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Fryer called to order at 7:03 PM this date a duly advertised Public Hearing on 
Ordinance O-13-03, Keeping of Chickens in Residential Areas. 
 
Mr. Mark Holdren, CRPA Sr. Planner, offered a brief overview of Ordinance O-13-03, 
Keeping of chickens in Residential Areas, an ordinance proposing to amend Chapter 200, 
Zoning, and Chapter 95, Dogs and Cats, by permitting the keeping of chicken hens in 
residential areas in limited quantities and under certain conditions. Yard setbacks restrict 
chicken coops and outside runs from being closer than 40 feet to an existing occupied 
building on an adjoining property or the setback distance required by the established building 
setbacks, whichever is greater.  The proposed ordinance would also limit the numbers of 
chicken hens to no more than four (4) per lot, which is less than one (1) acre. For lots greater 
than one (1) acre, one additional chicken hen shall be permitted for each quarter acres above 
one (1) acre in lot area.  
 
In correspondence from the Centre Regional Planning Commission (CRPC) to College 
Township, dated June 7, 2013, the CRPC reviewed the ordinance, recommending there be 
referenced language in the Code on approved disposal methods for waste, and questioning 
whether or not there was a procedure for addressing/enforcing complaints on foul odors from 
waste. 
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In response to Council inquiry, staff advised that there were currently 18 chicken permits 
altogether in the Townships of Harris and Patton, and the Borough of State College. 
Additionally, staff confirmed that, should the ordinance be adopted and later rescinded, those 
residents having obtained chicken permits would be grandfathered as a nonconformity. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
 
Ms. Melanie Fink, 117 Julian Drive, State College, spoke in opposition to the proposed 
ordinance based on stated minimum lot sizes being too small. 
 
Mr. Scott Stilson, 1528 Puddintown Road, State College, spoke in support of the proposed 
ordinance. 
 
Ms. Kristen Devlin, 221 Spring Street, State College, spoke in support of the proposed 
ordinance. 
 
Mr. Eric Sauder, 186 Spring Street, State College, spoke in support of the proposed ordinance. 
 
Ms. Ellen McHenry, 532 Pike Street, Lemont, stated that she previously had ducks and 
suggested that ducks be considered in addition to chickens. 
 
Mr. Bill Sharp, 124 Green Acres Lane, State College, offered support for the proposed 
ordinance. 
 
Mr. Steven Branstetter, 111 Green Acres Lane, State College, spoke in support of the 
proposed ordinance. 
 
Mr. John Kenyon, 121 Green Acres Lane, State College, offered support for the proposed 
ordinance. 
 
Ms. Cathy Cohan, 276 Dale Street, Lemont, offered support for the proposed ordinance and 
suggested that the number of chicken owners would be relatively low. 
 
Ms. Tania Luciow, 211 Limerock Terrace, State College, spoke in support of the proposed 
ordinance. 
 
Mr. Norman Fornay, 820 Oak Ridge Avenue, State College, offered support for the proposed 
ordinance. 
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Hearing no further public comment, Council took action to close the public hearing. 
 
    Dr. Remick moved to close the Public Hearing on 
    Ordinance O-13-03, Keeping of Chickens in Residential  

Areas. 
Mr. Koll seconded the motion. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
Chair Fryer closed the Public Hearing on Ordinance O-13-03, Keeping of Chickens in 
Residential Areas, at 7:19 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Adam T. Brumbaugh 
 
Adam T. Brumbaugh 
Township Manager/Secretary 


