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ATTENDED BY:   
 
COUNCIL:   David P. Fryer, Chair 

David W. Koll , Vice-Chair 
 Forrest J. Remick, Ph.D. 

    Mary C. Shoemaker 
    L. Eric Bernier 
     
STAFF:   Adam T. Brumbaugh, Township Manager/Secretary 
    Kent N. Baker, Township Engineer 
    Robert T. Long, Jr., Finance Director 
    John J. Franek, Jr., Zoning Officer 
    Mark Holdren, CRPA Sr. Planner 

Mary E. Wilson, Asst. Township Secretary 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Fryer called to order the July 18, 2013, College Township Council Regular Meeting at 
7:20 PM following a public hearing on proposed Ordinance O-13-03, Keeping of Chickens in 
Residential Areas. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 
Chair Fryer announced that Council met in Executive Session immediately prior to the start of 
this meeting for the purpose of discussing personnel and land acquisition matters. 
 
 
Chair Fryer brought forward agenda item OB-1, Keeping of Chickens in Residential Areas, 
for the convenience of the audience. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
OB-1 Ordinance O-13-03, Keeping of Chickens in Residential Areas; Adoption of 
 
Ordinance O-13-03, Keeping of Chickens in Residential Areas, proposes to amend Chapter 
200, Zoning, and Chapter 95, Dogs and Cats, by permitting the keeping of chicken hens in 
residential areas in limited quantities and under certain conditions. Yard setbacks would 
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restrict chicken coops and outside runs from being closer than 40 feet to an existing occupied 
building on an adjoining property or the setback distance required by the established building 
setbacks.  The proposed ordinance would also limit the numbers of chicken hens to no more 
than four (4) per lot, which is less than one (1) acre. For lots greater than one (1) acre, one 
additional chicken hen shall be permitted for each quarter acre above one (1) acre in lot area. 
 
Ms. Shoemaker spoke in support of the proposed ordinance, as presented. 
 
Mr. Koll stated that chickens were not pets but were livestock and should be on parcels 
greater than the minimum lot size of a quarter acre referenced in the proposed ordinance. Mr. 
Koll suggested that even a third of an acre would be better. 
 
Dr. Remick stated that he was impressed with the public input at the public hearing on this 
ordinance; however, he could not see allowing chickens in residential areas of small lot sizes. 
 
Mr. Bernier recognized the health benefit of raising one’s own chickens but mirrored the 
opinions expressed by Planning Commission at their May 22, 2013, Regular Meeting. 
 
Chair Fryer stated he would support this ordinance but would prefer the removal of the 
prohibition against slaughtering and butchering so that a family could also consume their 
chickens. 
 
    Ms. Shoemaker moved to adopt Ordinance O-13-03, 
    Keeping of Chickens in Residential Areas. 
    Chair Fryer seconded the motion. 
 
Ms. Cathy Cohan, 276 Dale Street, Lemont, asked if Council would entertain some flexibility 
on the lot size; and Chair Fryer responded in the affirmative. 
 
Mr. Scott Stilson, 1528 Puddintown Road, State College, stated that the proposed setbacks 
were supposed to act as replacements for the lot size. 
 
Ms. Melanie Fink, 117 Julian Drive, State College, stated that the Planning Commission 
voted against the ordinance, having had a problem with the setbacks.  
 
    Dr. Remick called the question. 
    Motion failed 2 – 3 (Koll, Remick, Bernier voting nay). 
 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION: 
 

1. Ms. Judy Sittler, 108 Gaslight Circle, president of the Spring Creek Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited, requested Council’s participation in a WREN grant-funded community 
outreach event, possibly to be coordinated with ClearWater Conservancy. The 
outreach effort would focus on planting trees along Spring Creek to help stabilize and 
optimize streamside conditions.  
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2. Mr. Adam Brumbaugh, Township Manager, stated that College Township could offer 
in-kind services, such as meeting space, etc. 

3. Ms. Melanie Fink expressed appreciation for the attention paid by Asst. Township 
Engineer Don Franson during and after the recent severe rain events, as stormwater 
from the developing Villas at Happy Valley site threatened her neighborhood. 

4. Ms. Fink requested that Council consider placing larger legal ads in the newspaper so 
that they can be more easily noticed. 

 
 
PLANS: 
 
P-1 Canterbury Crossing Phase IV and V, Lots 32 and 33, Preliminary Land  

Development Plan, Minor Alteration Plan; and Canterbury Crossing, Lot 33, 
Phase 1A Final land Development Plan (Tax Parcel 19-605-100A-0000) 

 
Developers of The Village at Canterbury, LP, proposed a land development plan on a 18.070-
acre parcel of ground in the Canterbury Crossing PRD. This involves a subdivision to create a 
right of way for Brandywine Drive and proposes to connect the road that dead ends on either 
side approximately 1,200 feet apart. This project also proposes the construction and 
development of 131 multi-story townhomes and related infrastructure. 
 
In correspondence to Council dated July 12, 2013, Mr. Baker, Township Engineer, advised 
that Council approved the Canterbury Crossing Phase IV and V, Lots 32 and 33, Preliminary 
Land Development Plan on September 6, 2012, and that all conditions for the preliminary 
plan have been met. On that same date, Council also approved a related subdivision plan, a 
Minor Revision Phasing Plan, and a Phase 1 Final Plan. Due to the developer’s cutting back 
the scope of this phase of the project, and having allowed the time periof for recording the 
final plan to lapse, the developer has now submitted a new Final Plan, which includes only 
two buildings rather than the previously approved eight-building plan. 
 
The developer also submitted a Minor Alteration plan for the Preliminary Plan. This will be 
approved by the Zoning Officer, but Council comments were requested. 
 
Mr. John Sepp, P.E., Penn Terra Engineering, stated that nine revisions were being proposed 
and include the size of the units; the sizes of the decks; locations of HVAC units and addition 
of window wells; revised stormwater calculations to account for 1 – 3; addition of cluster 
mailboxes; addition of site sign location; revision of driveway configuration; removal of the 
street name “Fairfax Drive”; and revision of the first phase of the project as “Phase 1A”. 
 
Mr. Kent Baker, Township Engineer, advised Council that staff was in support of the minor 
plan, as presented. 
 
 
    Mr. Bernier moved to approve the Canterbury Crossing Lot  

33, Phase 1A Final Land development Plan, dated May 17, 
2013, last revised July 5, 2013, with the following conditions: 
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1. Obtain all required signatures on the plan; 
2. Pay all outstanding plan review fees; and 
3. Post surety for all public improvements, as required by 

the Township Engineer. 
    Ms. Shoemaker seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Chair Fryer moved agenda items NB-4, Penn State University Scoreboard/Videoboard, and 
NH-1, Centralized Parks Maintenance Facility, forward on the agenda for the convenience of 
the presenters. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
NB-4 Penn State University Scoreboard/Videoboard 
 
In correspondence to Council, dated July 15, 2013, Mr. Mark Holdren, CRPA Sr. Planner, 
advised that Penn State University submitted a request to College Township for a review of 
the placement of their logo on the backs of the Beaver Stadium scoreboards. As these logos 
would be facing outward from the stadium, they would be regulated as a sign. The College 
Township Sign Ordinance does exempt signs within the University Planned District (UPD), 
except those that exceed height and area constraints. Such non-conforming signs require 
permits and licenses from College Township.  
 
Mr. Steve Watson, Penn State University Planner, presented plans for the upgrades to the 
existing scoreboards to high-definition videoboards, as well as the proposed addition of the 
Penn State logo on the streetside of the scoreboard. The northside videoboard would reach 
229 feet above field grade; and the southside videoboard would reach 257 feet above field 
grade. The University anticipates the proposed logo itself on the outside of the videoboard 
would be illuminated. Mr. Watson stated that, because these signs exceed the height and size 
limits, a permit must be procured. Council was requested to approve the needed permits. 
 
Council offered comments relative to the timing of the illumination of the logo signs and light 
trespass but offered no significant objection to the requests. 
 
Mr. Marv Bevan, Penn State University Project Manager, anticipated that the logo signs 
would be lighted until midnight each evening, which Council thought too late. At Council’s 
suggestion of an 11:00 PM light curfew on non-game nights, Mr. Bevan agreed at the earlier 
curfew with possible exception of game nights. 
 
At Council’s consent, Mr. John Franek, Zoning Officer, was directed to incorporate 
comments into the required permit. 
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NB-1 COG Matters: Centralized Parks Maintenance Facility 
 
At the June 24, 2013, Centre Region Council of Governments’ (COG)General Forum 
Meeting, municipalities participating in the Parks and Recreation Program were forwarded the 
Centralized Parks Maintenance Facility Master Plan for review and comment. Comments are 
to be forwarded to the COG Executive Director by July 29, 2013. The facility master plan was 
prepared by APArchitects, and the borrowing analysis was prepared by the COG Finance 
Officer. Elected officials were requested to identify areas of concern with the facility master 
plan and to discuss the borrowing options and make a recommendation on the amount of 
borrowing ($2.25 million, $2.55 million, or $2.95 million), and on the term of loan 15, 20, 25, 
or 30 years). 
 
Mr. Ron Woodhead, Director of Centre Region Parks and Recreation Authority (CRPRA), 
addressed Council questions and received comments relative to the proposed, centralized 
regional parks maintenance facility being planned for the Whitehall Road Regional Park, as 
well as comments on various funding options for this facility. 
 
a. Centralized Parks Maintenance Facility Master Plan; Comments 
 

1. In response to Council inquiry relative to the lack of pull-through bays for parks 
equipment, Mr. Woodhead advised that, although such bays would have been ideal, 
there was not enough room on site for the facility to accommodate this design feature. 

2. Council consensus was that development of Option 1 (full build out) or Option 2 (less 
unconditioned warehouse/mezzanine/shelving) should be constructed. 

3. Council recommended that Centre Region Parks and Recreation (CRPR) should 
review the need for any sliding doors on any of the storage bays to protect stored 
vehicles from the elements. 

4. Council questioned whether gravel rather than asphalt and concrete could be utilized 
in the interior of the storage bays to cut costs.  

5. When asked if there was room for expansion, Mr. Woodhead advised Council that the 
proposed facility would meet the needs of the organization in terms of storage for at 
least the next 10 to 15 years. 

6. Council questioned whether or not the project was impacted by the adjacent Toll 
Brothers project; and Mr. Woodhead explained that the maintenance facility is 
impacted no more or less by the Toll Brothers project that it is by the overall 
construction of Whitehall Rod Regional Park. These impacts are principally cost 
related. 

 
b. Funding of Parks Maintenance Facility; Comments 
 

1. Council consensus supported a 25- to 30-year financing for the facility. 
2. Council suggested that the COG should thoroughly investigate the potential of a “lease 

back” arrangement, whereby COG would lease property to a private entity that, in 
turn, would construct the facility to Parks and Rec specifications and lease the 
building back to COG over a number of years. Such an arrangement could even 
include an option for COG to buy back the building at the end of the lease term.  
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Mr. Woodhead explained that such an arrangement may be plausible but did 
caution that the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) 
may have input into such an arrangement. 

 
Mr. Woodhead reported that construction was anticipated to begin in 2014. 
 
 
MANAGER’S UDPATE: 
 
Mr. Brumbaugh, Township Manager, presented the July 18, 2013, Manager’s Update. 
Regarding Item 12-05, the Nittany Outdoor Advertising legal matter, Mr. Brumbaugh 
reported that College Township was awaiting the review of the case and ruling from the 
newly assigned judge. 
 
Mr. Brumbaugh requested the Township Engineer to give Council an update on the Hilltop 
Mobile Home Park rezoning. 
 
Mr. Kent Baker, Township Engineer, explained that six options were presented to Planning 
Commission on July 16, 2013, for the rezoning of the Hilltop Mobile Home Park. Following 
their review, Commissioners preferred Scenarios 3 or 4. Scenario 3 did not require any DRI 
process. Staff is working on where the line between R-1 and R-2 should fall. Public comment 
indicated some consideration be given to reviewing the whole area into Centre Hills Village 
when studying the rezoning. This matter will be placed on a Septemer Council meeting 
agenda for Council’s review.  
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
CA-1 Minutes:   a. June 20, 2013, Public Hearing on Ordinance O-13- 

01, Workforce Housing. 
     b. June 20, 2013, Regular Council Meeting. 
     c. June 25, 2013, Special Council Meeting. 
CA-2 Correspondence:  /1:  Letter from PA DEP, dtd July 5, 2013, re: Chapter  

94, 2012 Annual Report, University Area Joint 
Authority, College Township. 

     /2: Letter from Windstream, dtd June 21, 2013,  
regarding channel schedule adjustments. 

     /3: Email from David Burrows, dtd June 26, 2013, in  
thanks for denial of Hilltop rezoning request. 

     /4: Thank you letter from Spring Creek Watershed  
Commission, dtd June 21, 2013, for contribution. 

     /5: Letter from Borton Lawson Engineering, dtd June 3,  
2013, re: Act 14 Notification – PSU Bathgate Swale 
Reconstruction. 

     /6: Letter from Mette, Evans and Woodside, dtd July 10,  
2013, re: Trinitas Rezoning Request for Hilltop 
Property. 
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     /7: Email from Melanie Fink, dtd July 17, 2013,  

opposing the proposed keeping of chickens in 
residential areas’ ordinance. 

CA-3 Report:   Finance Director’s; Year-to-Date May 31, 2013. 
 
Council asked for staff’s comments on the Bathgate swale reconstruction notification and a status 
update on the mobile home park redevelopment. Staff advised that the swale reconstruction 
notification was a follow up to emergency repairs previously done at the Bathgate location and is now 
being more permanently remediated. Regarding the Hilltop Mobile Home Park inquiry, staff stressed 
that, because the referenced parcel is now vacant, any proposed mobile home park would now have to 
meet all of the current standards, as well as require upgrades to both sewer and water service 
infrastructure. 
 

Dr. Remick moved to accept and approve the July 18, 2013, 
Consent Agenda, as presented. 

    Mr. Koll seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Chair Fryer moved NB-2, Amended Thompson Woods Preserve Management Plan, forward 
on the agenda. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
NB-2 Amended Thompson Woods Preserve Management Plan; Approval of 
 
Council considered the Thompson Woods Preserve Management Plan, dated October 29, 
2003, last updated January, 2013. This Plan is designed to provide guidance for the 
management of Thompson Wood Preserve and is to be carried out by the Centre Region Parks 
and Recreation Authority on behalf of the owners of Thompson Wood Preserve, College 
Township and the Borough of State College. Thompson Woods Preserve consists of 43.36 
acres of undeveloped, forested land located in College Township. The Preserve is uniquely 
situated to connect existing parks and historic properties, protecting and creating a corridor of 
open space in the urban core of Centre County. Relative to Preserve management issues, 
existing trail network shall be improved and enhanced to provide easier access to Thompson 
Wood Preserve for the public; and control of off-trail activities shall be accomplished through 
the use of friendly signs, gates, and other physical barriers, when necessary. 
 
    Mr. Koll moved to approve the Amended Thompson Woods  

Preserve Management Plan. 
Mr. Bernier seconded the motion. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
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NB-3 Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO) Local Share  

Funding Formula; Discussion 
 
In email correspondence from Mr. Tom Zilla, Principal Transportation Planner, CCMPO, 
dated July 12, 2013, governing bodies of the nine CCMPO local funding partners were 
requested to review the new CCMPO Local Share Funding Formula and offer responses to 
questions regarding 1) support for the new funding formula as the basis for equitably 
determining member contributions, and 2) as whether or not the municipality would be 
willing to make a commitment to continue financial support in CY  
2014 based upon the new formula. 
 

1. By consensus, Council supported the proposed CCMPO Local Share Funding 
Formula  as the basis for equitably determining member contributions; and 

2. Council supported continuing its financial support of the CCMPO in CY 2014 
using the new formula. 

 
 
STAFF AND ABC INFORMATIVES: 
 
Mr. Brumbaugh noted that the first Informative, SI-1, was erroneously added to packets and 
required no Council attention or action. 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS: 
 

1. Mr. Adam Brumbaugh, College Township Manager, reported that two tax appeals 
were filed in 2011 with the Centre County Assessment Office on behalf of the two 
McDonalds restaurants in College Township. A settlement agreement has since been 
reached with Centre County pending approvals from College Township Council and 
the State College Area School District. In written correspondence to Council, dated 
July 12, 2013, Mr. Robert T. Long, Jr., Finance Director, recommended that Council 
approve the proposed settlement for the 2012 tax year, revising the real estate value 
for tax parcels 19-002B/90 and 19-605/9, which results in a reduction of $441 in real 
estate tax to College Township. 

 
Dr. Remick moved to approve the proposed settlement for 
the 2012 tax year revising the real estate value for parcels 
19-002B/90 and 19-605/9, as described in the email from 
Mark Kellerman to Louis Glantz and others, dated July 9, 
2013. 
Mr. Koll seconded the motion. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
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2. Chair Fryer announced that this meeting would be the last for Dr. Forrest J. Remick 
due to his moving out of College Township. Dr. Remick expressed his deepest 
appreciation for his time in service to College Township both on the Planning 
Commission and on Council and thanked the Township staff for their exemplary work 
supporting Council. 
 

3. Chair Fryer reported that a big tree was down in Kissinger Meadow covering the 
stream. Staff will check on this situation and take steps to remediate. 

 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Public Services and Environmental (PS&E) Committee, July 10, 2013: Dr. Remick 
advised that the PS&E Committee cancelled its July 10th regular meeting in lieu of accepting 
an invitation to tour the Centre County Recycling and Refuse Authority (CCRRA) on 
Transfer Road. 
 
Executive Committee, July 2 and 16, 2013: Chair Fryer reported that the Executive 
Committee met to 1) consider the sewer service area/regional growth boundary, and 2) set the 
agenda for the July 22nd COG General Forum Meeting, respectively.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 
Hearing no further matters for discussion, Chair Fryer adjourned the July 18, 2013, College 
Township Council Regular Meeting at 9:10 PM.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Adam T. Brumbaugh 
 
Adam T. Brumbaugh  
Township Manager/Secretary 
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