
   
 
ATTENDED BY - 
 
COUNCIL:   Mary C. Shoemaker, Chair 
    David P. Fryer, Vice-Chair 
    Daniel D. Klees 
    David W. Koll 
    Forest J. Remick, Ph.D. 
  
STAFF:   Adam T. Brumbaugh, Township Manager/Secretary 
    Kent N. Baker, Township Engineer 
    Robert T. Long, Jr., Finance Director (delayed arrival) 

John J. Franek, Jr., Zoning Officer  
Mary. E. Wilson, Assistant Township Secretary 
 

ABSENT:   Mark Holdren, CRPA Sr. Planner 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Shoemaker called to order the December 1, 2011, Regular Meeting of the College 
Township Council at 7:12 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 
Chair Shoemaker announced that Council met in executive session immediately prior to this 
meeting to discuss a personnel matter. 
 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION: 
 

1. Ms. Sue Smith, Dale Street, Lemont, invited Council to attend the Lemont Village 
Association’s German Christmas Market scheduled for December 2 and 3 at the 
Granary and Coal Sheds.  

2. Mr. Scott Carney, 132 Julian Drive, State College, expressed concern about the 
advancement of the Villas At Happy Valley student housing project and submitted to 
Council a petition with approximately 150 signatures in opposition to this proposed 
plan. Mr. Carney directed Council toward a new website, safergrowth.org, that 
offered information on this project. 

3. Mr. Pat Vernon, 858 Walnut Spring Lane, made several requests of Council.  
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1) Requested to learn of Township costs and purpose of the new light at 
Squirrel Drive, as well as the purpose of the cameras and why the light does not 
change when coming out of Squirrel Drive or Hickey’s Beverage;  

2) Inquired into the cost of the Township Building’s geothermal heating 
system and how effective it is working;  

3) Requested to know why there was a double curb cut at the new hotel on E. 
College Avenue when there was a double curb cut at the nearby UniMart; and  

4) Inquired into the point system being considered as part of the Township’s 
rental housing ordinance review, which Mr. Vernon felt was problematic due to its 
making the property owner responsible for pedestrian behavior. Mr. Vernon 
requested that Council change its zoning ordinance to restrict or prohibit student 
housing developments in the R-1, R-2, and Agricultural zoning districts. 

 
 
PLAN: 
 
P-1 SPE Federal Credit Union Preliminary/Final Land Development; 
 2601 E. College Avenue, Tax parcel 19-004A-0047 
 
Mr. Mark Torretti, Penn Terra Engineering, presented the SPE Federal Credit Union 
Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan, a 1.49-acre tract zoned C-1, General Commercial 
in the Corridor Overlay District. This plan proposes the reallocation of interior space and 
tenants where SPE Federal Credit Union would occupy 3,800 square feet of the building and 
A&A Auto Parts would occupy the remaining 6,200 square feet. A new drive-thru facility for 
the SPE Federal Credit Union is proposed on the southwest side of the building. 
 
Mr. Torretti answered Council inquiries relative to ATM machine access signage and 
handicapped parking location before taking action on this plan.  
 
    Mr. Fryer moved to approve the Preliminary/Final Land  

  Development Plan for the SPE Federal Credit Union  
Drive-Thru Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan, 
dated October 17, 2011, last revised November 7, 2011, 
with the following conditions: 
1. Payment of all outstanding plan review fees; 
2. Obtain all required signatures on the plan; and 
3. Incorporate into the plan the ten-foot bus pad and 

grading changes negotiated between CATA and Penn 
Terra.  

Mr. Koll seconded the motion. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
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P-2 Pegula Ice Arena Preliminary/Final Land Development Request For Time 

Extension; off University Drive 
 
Mr. Mark Saville, Sweetland Engineering, submitted correspondence dated November 21, 
2011, requesting a time extension for the recording of the referenced plan. This plan was 
conditionally approved by Council on September 15, 2011, and must meet all conditions for 
recording by December 14, 2011. 
 
    Mr. Klees moved to grant a time extension on the  

recording process for the Pegula Ice Arena (PSU) 
Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan, extending the 
time clock to January 20, 2012. 

    Mr. Fryer seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously.  

 
 
MANAGER’S UPDATE: 
 
Mr. Brumbaugh presented the December 1, 2011, Manager’s Update and requested that Mr. 
Baker, Township Engineer, give a verbal update on the Sheetz project. Mr. Baker reported 
that the electricity to the new traffic signal at the new Sheetz store was installed this date 
with the switch over from the old to the new signal anticipated to occur on Tuesday, 
December 6. A notice will appear in the newspaper regarding this signal change.  
 
Council recommended that the Township utilize the roadside message board to alert 
motorists of this change over. 
 
Mr. Brumbaugh reported that E. Branch Road would be closed for an extended period of 
time starting in the Spring of 2012 to allow for the replacement of the bridge in the vicinity 
of the Kissinger farmhouse. 
 
In response to a prior citizen inquiry regarding the placement of a question being placed on 
the ballot regarding the establishment of Council term limits, Mr. Brumbaugh advised that 
staff was awaiting a written opinion from the township solicitor.  
 
In response to the earlier queries presented by Mr. Vernon, Mr. Brumbaugh responded that 
the cameras at the signal at Squirrel Drive take the place of the magnetic loops in the road. 
An initial, incorrect angle on these cameras was responsible for the timing being off, but this 
has been adjusted. 
 
Mr. Brumbaugh replied to Council inquiry about the Township entry signs by confirming 
that staff was continuing to work on this to move this forward. 
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CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
CA-1 Minutes:   a. Nov. 14, 2011, Special Workshop Meeting 
     b. Nov. 17, 2011, Earned Income Tax Enactment Public  

Hearing-1 
c. Nov. 17, 2011, Regular Council Meeting. 
 

CA-2 Correspondence:  /1: Email from R. S. Carney, dtd Nov. 18, 2011,  
regarding Villas on Trout Road – Petition. 

/2: Email from J. Heddens, dtd Nov. 3, 2011, 
regarding Proposal for The Villas at Happy 
Valley. 

/3: Email from B. Gramling, dtd Nov. 14, 2011, 
regarding Villas at Happy Valley. 

/4: Email from T. Zuniga, dtd Nov. 27, 2011, 
regarding Villas at Happy Valley. 

  
    Mr. Klees moved to accept the December 1, 2011,  

Consent Agenda, as presented. 
    Mr. Fryer seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
No Old Business matters were brought forward. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
NB-1 Pike Street Traffic-Calming; Presentation For Council Comments 
 
Council previously awarded surveying and engineering services to Keller Engineers to 
perform a traffic-calming evaluation for Pike Street in Lemont, and Keller has completed 
survey work and met with principals to discuss a variety of measures to improve vehicular 
and pedestrian safety in Lemont. 
 
Following the evaluation, Keller Engineering prepared two options for potential 
improvements along Pike Street, which were presented to Council by Mr. Mark Haefner, 
Keller Engineering, for comment.  
 
Scenario A reflected 35 parallel parking stalls between Boller Alley and a future crosswalk D 
at the James property near the Dale Street intersection. Scenario B reflected 20 parallel 
parking stalls, due to added traffic-calming islands, crosswalks, and a raised intersection at 
Mary Street. The construction estimate for Scenario A exceeds $1.2 million, not including 
right-of-way or easements that may be needed for sidewalks, nor does it include final 
engineering and permitting costs. 
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Council and staff comments included the following: 
 

- Considered the pros and cons of a take back of Pike Street from PennDOT, 
although staff did not support this due to the likelihood of not receiving annual 
liquid fuel funds adequate to maintaining the roadway; 

- Discussed the possible crosswalk at Dale Street; 
- When considering the high cost of such a project, wondered whether other traffic-

calming methods should be incorporated instead; 
- Were advised that the average daily vehicle count for Pike Street was between 

6,000 and 7,000 vehicles; and 
- Recognized that this was not going to affect traffic calming as much as it would 

be designed to make for safer pedestrian movement in the Village. 
 
Mr. Greg Olson, 812 Pike Street, suggested that a simple solution to accessing his bakery 
business on Pike Street would be a six-inch curb rise in the sidewalk. Mr. Olson also reported 
that, although he built a curb to divert stormwater from Mary Street, stormwater still comes 
from Mary Street. He suggested that a stormwater management plan be initiated with this 
traffic-calming plan to address this flow problem. Mr. Olson offered his full support of this 
project moving forward. Staff confirmed that there would be a stormwater management 
element to this project. 
 
Mr. Michael Beck, Cafè Lemont, suggested that the Township include a study of parking and 
sidewalks for all of the Village of Lemont, not just Pike Street. 
 
Ms. Paula Martin, Lemont, supported Council’s continuing the pursuit of traffic-calming 
methods, especially considering raised sidewalks. 
 
Ms. Sue Smith, Dale Street, Lemont, stated that there had previously been a small stone wall 
with a culvert under it, which proved to be an unintended, but effective, traffic-calming 
element. This culvert was removed by PennDOT some time ago. Ms. Smith supported raised 
speed humps in the roadway as well as adding pedestrian-crossing signage. 
 
Council was advised that 16 of the 21 trees in the project vicinity would have to be removed 
and replaced elsewhere in order to change the grade, although citizens noted that a good 
number of those mature trees were in declining condition anyway. Following discussion, 
Council supported posting the area and scheduling a town hall meeting for the purpose of 
receiving public comment in order to move this forward. 
 
 
NB-2 Resolution R-11-21, Building and Construction Code Fees 
 
Staff advised in written correspondence dated December 1, 2011, that the 2012 Centre 
Region Code Administration (CRCA) Fee Schedule maintains 2011 fee levels with two 
notable changes. The first change is the increase in the commercial fire permit fee. This is the 
second year in a five-year increase in commercial fire permit fees to make the program a 
self-supporting program. The second change is a ten percent reduction in the building permit 
fee multiplier from 0.0099 to 0.0090. 
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    Mr. Klees moved to approve Resolution R-11-21, Building  

and Construction Code Fees, as presented. 
    Mr. Koll seconded the motion. 
    Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
STAFF AND ABC INFORMATIVES: 
 
Mr. Brumbaugh added a Staff and ABC Informative number SI-8, 2011 Property Tax 
Appeals – College Township, which was accepted by Council. 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS: 
 

1. Mr. Brumbaugh inquired into Council’s availability for a continuance of the 
December 5, 2011, Public Hearing on The Retreat At State College at 12:00 Noon. 
Council responded that a quorum could be attained.   

 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO), Nov. 22, 2011: Mr. 
Klees reported that the CCMPO approved changes to the CCMPO Bylaws; approved their 
2012 meeting date schedule; amended the Highway Element of the 2011-2014 Centre 
County Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), which included amending SR 3018, 
Whitehall Road/University Drive Widening Project; amended Transit Element of the 2011-
2014 TIP for Job Access Reverse Commute (JARC) Funding for CATA RideShare Program; 
offered comments on the preliminary draft 2013-2016 Centre County TIP; received and 
status report and offered comments on the Centre County Long Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP) 2040, and offered comments on the 2012-20123 Unified Planning Work Program 
(UPWP). 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
    Mr. Klees moved to adjourn the December 1, 2011, 
    Regular College Township Council Meeting. 
    Mr. Fryer seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Pat Vernon, 858 Walnut Spring Lane, requested that Council explain how the increase in 
the COG Budget compares to the increase in the College Township Budget and why the 
COG had the number of vehicles it had.  
 
Council explained that the COG parking lot maintains various types of departmental vehicles 
and that COG vehicles are need specific and are not purchased without municipal review and 
approval. 
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    Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Chair Shoemaker adjourned the December 1, 2011, Regular Council Meeting at 9:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Adam T. Brumbaugh 
 
Adam T. Brumbaugh 
Township Manager/Secretary 
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